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To the READER. * 


HE Chriſtian Religion is beſt 
known and diſtinguiſhed by 

— the Cod propoſed in it, as 

the object of our faith and obedience : 2 

and as there is no true religion, but A 

the religion of Chriſtians, ſo is there 

no true God, but' the ' God of Chrif- 

tians. | 

Before the coming of Chrift, wad the 

fulfilling of the Law, God was known 

by the name of Jehovah, the God of 

Abraham, and of Jſaac, and of Jacob. 

The 1/raehites, who were the ſeed of 

Abraham, and drew their whole reli- 

gion from a divine revelation, had the 

| Knowlege of the true God; and the 

people of every other nation, Who were 

aliens from the commonwealth of 1jrael, 

and firangers from the covenants of pro- 


a * 


[ 11 
miſe, were alſo, without God in the world.. 
Though they talked much of God, and 


wrote much of him, and offered him 
many ſacrifices, yet they knew him not: 


the Being they ſerved, was not God, 


but another in the place of him, falſe- 
ly called by his name. And though 
ome modern Chriſtians have forgot 
there was any difference, yet the very 
heathens themſelves, upon ſome ' occa- 
ſions, were ready enough to allow it. 
Maaman the Syrian, when he was cu- 


red of his leproly by the Prophet Eli- 


ſha, made a publick confeſſion of it 
| Behold, now I know that there is no God 


in all the earth, but in Iſrael*. The 
ſame is affirmed by the inſpired Pſalm- 


iſt — All he Gods of the heathen are 


idols ©; and God himſelf declares them 
all to have been vanities *. 

The caſe is now with the Chriſtiaus 
under the Goſpel, as it anciently was 
with the Jews under the Law: they 
believe in the only true God; while the 


a Eph. IT. I2, ; b 2 Kings * 15. E P/al. XCVI. 4. 
d Jer. XIV. 22. NF | ene 


unchriſ- 


; | 


=] 
not, or wilfully: deny him; as Pharaoh 
did the God | of ' the Hebrews when he 
was told of him. And we are now got 
to ſuch a pitch of indevotion and igno- 
rance, that among thoſe who profeſs and 
call themſelves Chriſtiams, there are too 
many who are almoft come to be Hea- 
thens without knowing it. For there is 
a faſhionable notion, propagated by moſt 
of our moral writers, and readily ſub- 
ſeribed to by thoſe who ſay their prayers 
but ſeldom, and can never find time to 
read their Bible, that all who worſhip 
any God, worſhip the ſame God; as if 
we worſhiped the three Letters of the 
word God, inſtead of the Being meant 
and underſtood by it. The univer/al 
Prayer of Mr. A — P—— was com- 
poſed upon this plan; wherein the ſu- 


preme Being is addreſſed as a common 


Father of all, under the names, ehe- 
vah, ove, and Lord. And this hu- 
mour of confounding things, which 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed at the peril of 


= 2 - our 
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our Souls, and of comprehending Be- 
| fievers and Idolaters under one and the 


ſame religion, is called a catholic Spirit, 
that ſhews the very exaltation of Chriſt- 
ian Charity. But God, it is to be fear- 
ed, will require an account of it under 


another name; and though the Poet 
could ſee no ire, but has miſtaken 
Jupiter for the fame Father of 
yet the A 
poile has inſtructed us better; who, 
when the Prieſt of Jupiter came to offer 
ſacrifice, exhorted him very paſſionately 
to turn from thoſe vanities unto the liv- 
ing God; 
the Prieſt adored under the name of 
Jupiter, was not the living Cod, but a 
creature, a nothing, a vanity. Yet the 
catholic Spirit of a moraliſt can diſcern 


Jove or 


all with the Lord Fehovah ; 


well knowing that he whom 


no difference; and while it pretends 
ſome zeal for a ſort of univerſal religion, 
common to believers and infidels, betrays 


a ſad indifference for the Chriſtian reli- 


gion in particular. This error is ſo mon- 
ſtrous in a land enlightened by the Goſ 
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pel, and yet ſo very common ata 


us at preſent, that I may be pardoned | 
for ſpeaking of it in the manner it de- 
ſerves. And let me beſeech every ſerious 
perſon, who is willing to have his pray- 
ers heard, to conſider this matter a little 
better, and uſe a more correct form; 
for God, who is jealous of his Honour: | 
and has no communion with idols, will 


certainly reje& the petition that ſets un | 


upon a level with Baal and Jupiter. 

The true God is He that was 5 
Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf ; 
there is none other but He; and if this 
great Characteriſtic be denied, or any 
other aſſumed in its ſtead, a man is left 


without Cod; after which, he may call 
himſelf a Deiſt, if he will; but his God 
is a mere idol of the imagination, and 


has no correſponding reality i in the whole | 


univerſe of beings. 
The modern Fews, by d eny ing chile * 

God to have been manifeſt in the Seb 8 
are as effectually departed from t 
God, as their forefathers were, 1 
they danced before the mide calf, and 
Caulled 
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called their idolatrous ſervice a feaſt 70 
the Lord. For the Being of God is not 
an object of ſight, but of faith; it en- 
ters firſt into the heart; and if it be 
wrong there, the fir commandment i is 
broken: if a figure of it be ſet up be- 
fore the eyes, * the ſecond is broken 
likewiſe. The firſt forbids 'us to have 
any other God; the ſecond to make a- 
ny graven image of him. Now though 
we make no image, yet if with — 
heart we believe in any God different 
from the true, the Idolatry indeed may 
be leſs, but the Apoſtacy is the ſame. 
And this ſeems to be the caſe of the 
Few. 
The Mabometans are — ft of 
infidels, who abhor idols, but have in 


expreſs terms denied the Son, of God, 


and ſet up an idol of the imagination, 
a God in one Perſon. They inveigh bit- 


terly againſt the Chriſtians for worſhip- 


ing three Gods; for ſo they ſtate the 
doctrine of a Trinity in 1 as ſome 
e. ie "han: dende them. 


In 


D vir J 
In anſwer to all theſe abominations 
of the Dei, the e and the Mabo- 
metan, and to ſhew that no unbeliever 
of any denomination can be a ſervant 
of the true God, it is written — whoſo- - 
ever denieth the Son, the ſame hath not 
the Father * and again — whoſoever 
tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, hath not GOD. And 
let the Socinians, who have not only 
vindicated the religion of Mahomet, but 
preferred it to the Chriſtianity of the 
Church of England, which with them 
is 10 better nor other than a ſort of Pa- 
gamſm and Featheniſm*, let them con- 
ſider what a ſhare they have in this con- 
demnation. e en 3 NG. RR 

And to bring this matter home to'the 
Arians ; it is to be obſerved, that every 
article of the Chriſtian Faith depends 
upon the Doctrine of a Trinity in Uni: 
ty. If that be given up, the other doc- 

2 1 Fobn II. 23. b 2 John 9. 6 1 7 | * 

dee Leſſie's Theological works Fol. Vol. 1. pag. where the 
reader may find a great deal more to the ſame purpoſe; and par- 


ticularly an Epiſtle of the Sociniam to the Morocco Embaſſador, 


in the time of Charles IT, a great curioſity, wherein their whole 
ſcheme is laid open to the bottom by themſelves. | 


trines 
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trines of our religion muſt go with it, 
and ſo it has been in fact, that the au- 
thors who have written againſt the Tri- 


nity, have alſo diſputed away lows. © 0 
ther eſſential parts of Chriſtianity; 


ticularly the doctrines of the Satifatfion 
and of original ſin. 

The whole Bible treats of little elſe 
but our creation, redemption, ſanttifica- 
tion, reſurrection and glorification by the 
power of Chriſt and the Holy Spirit: 
and the reader will find hereafter, that 
there is neither name, a&, nor attribute 
of the Godhead, that is not ſhared in 
common by all the perſons of the Tri- 
nity. If, therefore, the perſons of Chriſt 
and the Spirit are not God in the Uni- 


ty of the Father, then the prayers and 


praiſes we offer to them, as the authors 
of every bleſſing, will not be directed 
to the ſupreme Lord and God, beſide 
whom no other is to be worſhiped, but 
to his creatures and inſtruments : which 
overthrows..the ſenſe of our whole reli- 
gion; and drives us upon a ſort of ſe- 


cond-rate faith and worſhip, which, be- 
ade 


ry Ix ] 

fide the blaſphemy of it, can be acelih g 
but confuſion. and contradiction. It is 
no wonder then, that the Arians and 
Socinians, with their ſeveral under-ſeQs 
and diviſions, who have fallen into this 
ſnare, and departed from the divine U- 
nity, While they pretend to be the only 
men who aſſert it, have never yet been 
able to agree in the forms of religious 
worſhip. Some of them allowing that 
Chrift is to receive divine worſhip, but 
always with this reſerve, that the Pray- 
er tend ultimately to the perſon of he 
Father. So that Chrift is to be worſhip- 
ed, only he is not to be worſhiped: 
and if you' {ſhould venture, when you 
are at the point of death, to ſay with 
St. Stephen — Lord Jeſus, , receive my 
Shirit — and confeſs the perſon of Je- 


us to be the God of the' Spirits of all 
fleſh 0 by committing your own Spirit 


into his hands; you are to take care 
not to die without throwing in ſome 


qualifying comment, to = x4 him you 


2 do it only in hypoctify; not meaning 


a 44. VII, 59. & "Numb. XVI. 22. 
| him 
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him but another. Others a gain, know- 
ing this diſtinction to be vain and inde- 
fenfible, and the ſame for ſubſtance 
with the Latria and Dulia by which 
the Church of Rome excuſes her adora- 

tion of the bleſſed Virgin &c, have fair- 

ly got rid of it, by denying to the per- 

ſon of Chri/t any divine worſhip or in- 

vocation at all ; which is the caſe with 

our Socinian 2 nitarians here in En 2 

land; for thoſe of Poland are quite « of 

aber mind. 

How far ſuch differences as theſe 
muſt needs affect a Liturgy, it is very 
eaſy to foreſee : and that it will for e- il 
ver be as impoſſible to frame a Creed or 
a Service to pleaſe all thoſe who bear 
the name of Chriſtians, as to make a 


coat that ſhall fit men of all ſizes. * 


* Hales of Eaton, in his ſarcaſtic and malicious Tra# upon 
Schiſm, propoſes it as a grand Expedient for the advancing of UV. 
rity, that we ſhould © confider of all the Liturgies, that are and 
es ever have been; and remove from them whatever is ſcanda- 
© Jous to any Party, and leave nothing but what 4% agree on.” 7 
He ſhould have eloſed this ſentence a little ſooner; and 10 0 Mm 
us fairly and honeſtly to leave nothing; for that will certainly be 
the event, when the objections of a// parties are ſuffered to pre- 
vail : there being no one page of the Liturgy, wherein ad, who Wl 
pretend to worſhip God as Chriſtians, are agreed. 1 
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; [xz 1 
; 1 Prayer and divine worſhip. and religious 
con feſſion, are the fruit and breath of 


Faith; and out of the abundance of the 
heart 1 mouth /f eaketh* ; ſo that until 
we are agreed in matters of faith, there 
is neither hope nor poſſibility of our a- 
greeing in any form of worſip. God 
is the fountain-head, and religion the 
ſtream that deſcends fog it. Our ſen- 
timents as to religion, always flow from 
the opinion we have formed of the di- 
vine nature; and will be right or wrong, 
ſweet or Dan as the fountain is from 
whence they are derived. It is the ha- 
ving a different God, that makes a dif- 
ferent religion. A true God produces 
a true religion; a falſe God, a falſe re- 
ligion. Tews, Turks, Pagans, Deifts, 
Arians, Socinians, and Chriſtians, all 
difter about a religion, becauſe they dif- 
fer about a God. 

Theſe few obſervations will be ſuffi- 


cient, I hope, to raiſe the attention of 
the nader | and perſuade him, that a 


a Minh XII. 34. 


b 2 right 


b 


right faith in God is a much more 
ſerious affair than ſome would make 
it; that it is of the laſt concern, and 
hath a neceſſary influence upon the 
practice and holineſs of our lives; that 
as no other devotion is acceptable with 
God, but that which is ſeaſoned with 
love and charity and uniformity, the 

very mark and badge whereby his diſci- 
ples are to be known from the men of 
this world, it is the principal duty of 
every Chr: e to know in whom he 
ought to believe, that with one mind and 
one mouth we may glorify God: for a 
right notion of God, will as ſurely be 
followed by a ſound faith and an uni- 
form profeſſion in all other points ; as 
a falſe faith and a diſcordant worſhip 
my grow from every wrong opinion " 

im. 

All that can be known) of the true 
God, is to be known by Revelation, The 
falſe lights indeed of reaſon and nature 
are ſet up and recommended, as neceſ- 


a Ram. XV.6. 


r 


n 
ſary to aſſiſt and ratify the evidence of 
Revelation : but enquiries of this kind, 


as they are now managed, generally end 
nn the degradation of Chris and the Chriſt- 
8 ian Religion +: till it can be ſhewn 
therefore, that the ſcripture neither does 
nor can ſhine by a light and authority 
of its own, the evidence we are to reſt 
in, muſt be drawn from thence; and 
as we all have the ſame ſcripture, with- 
out doubt we ought all to have the 
ſame opinion of God. ies 
But here it is commonly objected, 
that men will be of different opinions; 
that they have a right to judge for them- 
{elves; and that when the beſt evidence 


the nature of the caſe will admit of is 
5 collected and laid before them, they 
J muſt determine upon it as it appears t0 


them, and according to the /ght of 
their own conſciences: ſo that if they 
adhere as cloſely to their errors after 


F You may have a proof of this from the Eſay on Spirit, 
by comparing the Book with its ile, which runs thus — The 


| Dodrine of the Trinity conſidered in the Light of Reaſon and 
Nature, & A 


as | 
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1 XIV 7 
they have conſulted the proper 8 | 
as 3 did before, we are neither to 


wonder nor to be troubled at it. 


This very moderate and benevolent 
way of thinking, has been ſtudiouſſy 


recommended — thoſe, who found it 


neceſſary to the well-being of their own 
opinions, that not a ſpark of zeal ſhould 
be left amongſt us. And ſurely it is 
no new thing, that the advocates of a- 
ny particular error, next to themſelves 
and their own falkion, ſhould naturally 
incline to thoſe whe are ſofteſt and 
ſtand leaft in the way. Hence it is, 
that however magiſterial and inſolent 
they may carry themſelves in their own 
caule ; they always take care to ſeaſon 
their writings with the praiſes of this 
frozen indifference ; calling that Chri/#- 
ian Charity, We is nothing but the 


abſence of Chriſtianity: and any the 


leaſt appearance of earneſtneſs for ſome 
great and valuable truth, which we are 
unwilling _to part with, becauſe we 
hope to be ſaved by it, is browbeaten, 
condemned, and caſt out of their mo- 


ral 


E 
ral ſyſtem, under the name of Beat, 
want of temper, fire, fury &c. They 
add moreover, that articles of faith are 
things merely /pecularrve ; and that it 
is of little ſignification what a man be- 
lieves, if he is but hearty and fricere'n 
it: that is, in other words, it is a mere 
IF trifle whether we feed upon bread * or 
WW poiſon + ; the one will prove to be as 
good nouriſhment as the other; prov 
ded it be eaten with an appetite. Vet 
ſome well meaning people are ſo puz- 


zled and deceived by this ſoplyſtry, 


1 2 
+. 


| 3 
that they look upon concord among 
Chriſtians as a thing impracticable and 
deſperate ; concluding a point to be 4 
putable becauſe it is diſputed; and fo 

they fall into a looſe indifferent humour 
of palliating and thinking charitably, as 
it is called, of every error in faith and 
in practice; as if the Church of CHI 
might very innocently be turned into a 
Babel of confuſion. Wwe 


CW 
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No that men do maintain opinions 
Mangely different from one another, 
eſpecially on ſubjects wherein it .moſt 
concerns them to be agreed, is read ty 
confeſſed : we are all witneſſes of it: 
and, allowing them to be equally in- 
ed, there are but three „ 
ſources Gon whence this difference can 


ariſe. .It muſt be either from God, or 4 


from the ſcripture, or from themſelves. 
From God it cannot be, for it is a great 
evil; it is the triumph of Deiſts and 
reprobates, and the beſt handle the ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity ever found againſt 
it: and God is not the author of evil. 
Nor can it be from the ſcripture: to 


draw it thence, is but another way of E 


imputing it to God. The ſcripture is 
his word; and he is anſwerable 0 the 
effect of ws words when written or re- 
ported, as when they are ſuggeſted at 
firſt hand by the voice of his Holy 
Spirit. It remains therefore, that the 
only ſource of this evil muſt be the 
heart of man: and that it really is © | 


will be evident from the ſcripture, and | 
the | 
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the plaineſt matters of fact. The ac- 
count we have of this affair is, in 


ſhort, as follows Ever ſince the 
E. the nature of man has been blind 
and corrupt; his andes landing darken- 
= ed}, and his affections polluted: up- 
3 . on the face of the whole earth there 
is no man, Few or Gentile, that un- 
derflandeth and ſeeketh after God * ; 
the natural man, or man remaining in 
that ſtate wherein the fall left him, is 
| fo far from being able to diſcover or 
| know any religious truth, that he hates 
and flies from it when it is propoſed to. 
him; he receiveth not the things 0 of the. 
Z Spirit of God. Man is natural and 
W carthly ; the things of God are ſpiri- 
& tual and heavenly; and theſe are con- 
trary one to the other: therefore as 
the wiſdom of this world is fool: ſhnejs 
8 with God“, ſo the wiſdom of God is 
fooliſhneſs with the world. In a word, 
the ſenſe man is now poſſeſſed of, when 
| God does not reſtrain it, is uſed for 


a 855 19.28. b Rem. III. 11. c 1 Cor. II. 14. 
d A. III. 19. 
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evil and not for good: his wiſdom 15 
earthly, ſenſual 19 deviliſh * ; it is the 
fapacity of a brute *, animated by the 
malignity of an evil Spirit. 

This being the preſent ſtate of man, 
the Scripture does therefore declare it 
neceſſary, that he ſhould be 7ransform- 
ed by the renewing of his mind*, and 
nd to that ſound mind* and light 
of the under franding * , that /piritual diſ- 
cernment *, with which the human na- 
ture was endued when it came from the 
hands of God, but to which it has been 
dead from the day that evil was brou ght 
into the world. "Ang where the grace 
of God that ſhould open the Eyes, and 
prepare the heart to receive inſtruction *, 
has been obſtinately withſtood and re- 
ſiſted ; this blindneſs, which at firſt 
was only natural, becomes judicial; 
from being a defect, it is confirmed in- 
to a judgment; and men are not only 
unable to diſcern the truth, but are ſet- 


+ ve natural. | | 
a Jan. III. 175. b Jude 10. c Rom. XII. 2. d 2Tim. 
1.7 ak I. 18. f 1Cor. II. 14. g Prov, XX. 12. 


and XVI. 1. 
tled 


+ Vl 


— 


E 
| tled and riveted in error: which is the 
dcaſe with - __ 5 whom o_ ſends 
rong delufion that i ſhould ie A 
E 2 have pleaſure in wnrighteouſ- 
neſs *. It is then they fit down in 
the ſeat of rhe Kernel. as fools that 
male a mock ar fin, Ne deſpiſers of 
| 2 that are good ; and rail- 
ing at their fellow creatures, . be- 
= cauſe they are endued with the fear of 
God! This is the laſt ſtage of blind- 
neſs: and it is referred to in thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle — If our Goſpel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt*®: 
as alſo in that lamentation of our bleſſ- 
ed Lord over the City of Jeruſalem — 
1 If thou hadft known, even thou, at leaſt 
V this thy day, the things that belong 10 
= hy peace { but now they are hid Fw 
thine Eyes. 
T * abſolute neceſſity of Gods grace 
to /ighten our darkneſs, has often been 
largely and faithfully inſiſted upon by 


che writers and preachers of the Church 


a 275% II. 11. b Prov. XIV.g. e 2Tim. III. 3. 
d a Cer, IV. 3. e Luke XIX. 42. 
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of England: but ſince a Spirit of Deifm 
has crept in among us, it has been o- 
penly {lighted and contemned by ſome, 
and too much neglected by 8 Gn ; 
which has given an opportunity to ſeve- 
ral ſorts of Enthuſiaſts to make a wrong 
uſe of it; ſuch as our Quakers, Merbo- 
difts, and particularly the Reverend Mr. 
77 L——, who after writing 
ſo excellently upon the vanity of the 
world, and the follies of human life, 

(on which ſubjects he has no ſuperior) 
has left us nothing to depend upon but 
Imagination, and reduced the whole e- 
vidence of Chriſtianity to fancied im- 
pulſes and inſpirations ; ſo as to render 
the ſcriptures uſeleſs, and the appoint- 
ed means of grace contemptible. I have 
obſerved the like to have happened i in 
many other inſtances; that where any 
eſſential point of doctrins has been dropt 
by the writers of the Church, or, at 
leaſt, not brought out to view ſo often 
as it ſhould have been, it has been taken 
up by others, (as all zares are ſown while 
the huſbandmen are afeep,) and ook 
e 


b [wx] 

cd, under ſome falſe ſtate of it, to the 
no ſmall diſadvantage of the Church 
and the Chriſtian Religion. 
= To illuſtrate this ſubject a little far- 
WW ther, I ſhall make it appear by a few 
plain examples, that where mankind 


have been divided in their opinions with 


regard to any divine truth, it has not 
been owing to the ambiguity of its 
terms, or the defect of its evidence, but 
= wholly and ſolely to the ſtate and tem- 
per of the hearers. And thus Chrift 


of the /ower ; that where the good ſeed 
of the word periſhes, it is to be impu- 
ted to the ground and not to the /eed. 


Coſpel before a large aſſembly of Jeu 


were ſpoken, and ſome believed not ; 
© though the ſame things were ſpoken to 
z all? Such in general was the ſucceſs of 


ceiving the word with gladneſs, while 
N a Ach XXVIII. 24. | 
others 


himſelf has inſtructed us in his parable 


How elſe can we account for it, that 
== when St. Paul laid the evidence of the 


at Kome, /ome believed the things which 


che Apoſtolical preaching; ſome few 
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others * themſelves and blaſphe- | 
med, And though it be ſuppoſed, that 
words are more eaſily miſunderſtood 
than facts, and / ala of a greater 
latitude ; yet an, we ſhall find, that 
the ſame f pirit which has divided man- 
kind in aber are called the more ſpe- | 
culative points of faith, will: alfo divide 
them in the plaineſt and moſt ſtriking 
matters of fact. The reſurrection of | 
Lazarus was a matter of fact, ſeen and 
atteſted by a competent number of wit- 
neſſes: but how different was the effect 
of it upon different perſons! for while 
it had its free courſe with many of the 
Fews, and moved them to believe on | 
Jeſus, it only moved the chief Pries 
to hate him the more; and they con- 
ſulted how they might put Lazarus al. 
fo to death ” When Feſus cured the 
blind and caſt out devils, ſome right- i 
ly concluded Rabbi, thou art 4 
teacher come from God; for no man can 
do theſe miracles that thou doft, _— b 
God be with bim: yet there were not 
a John XII. 10, 11. b Jobn III. 2, 
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IX | fa XxIII 10 
bew, and they ef the molt learned 
and knowing too, who concluded far 
W otherwiſe, that he caſ out devils &y Bel- 
22-4 the prince. of the Devils*. 80 
E likewiſe, when the Holy Ghoſt deſcend- 
ed on the Apoſtles, and inſpired them 
8 | with the gift of tongues, ſome devour 
ien were amazed and confounded at 
J che miracle; plainly ſeeing the hand of 
WGod in it, and aſking what it meant, 
what was the end and deſign of it? 
Wand being informed by St. Peter's diſ- 
Wcourſe, that it was to confirm the miſ- 
Wihon of Jeſus of Nazareth, received his 
vord gladly, and were baptized”; *- while 
W-7>ers, to avoid the concluſion, noc l- 
22 Haid, theſe men are full of new wine“. 
Heere is a great multitude aſſembled to- 
gether; all of them witneſſes to the 
Wiame fact: yet, in their opinions of it, 
Wthey are as far aſunder as drunkenneſs is 
Wirom inſpiration. But in this caſe no 
WOhriſtian will raiſe a doubt about the 
al inſpiration of the Apoſtles; or de- 
Iny the power of God to have been ſuf- 
= ob. X11. 24. b dacil.gqr. e 1 v. 13. 

| ficiently 


* rants 


TIL 


ficiently manifeſine, baniſh * were 
ſo profane and ſenſeleſs as to ridicule it 
under the name of drunkenneſs. 
This ſelf-deceit always operates by the 
aſſiſtance of ſome falſe principle contrary 
to the ſcripture ; which gets poſſeſſion 
of the heart by miniſtering to the paſſions, 
And till that be diſpoſſeſſed, no truth 
will be ſuffered to enter which can in 
the leaſt affect or deſtroy it. A man in 
ſuch circumſtances may $= the truth 
ſtaring him in the face; and the clear- 
er he ſees it, the more he will be enra- 
ged at it. He may be convicted, and 
left without a word to ſay, but "wh 
will expoſe the hardneſs and perplexity 
of his heart; but till it be emptied of 
its evil ae e and he becomes as a 
little child that has nothing of its own 
to oppoſe to the Revelation of God, he 
cannot be converted but will either 
ſhut his eyes and deny the evidence 
that is offered to him, or pretend it is 

a nice point, very difficult to be under- 
ſtood; and ſo give a perverſe turn to it, 


though it be ever ſo plain and intelligible. f 
Till 
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1 17 il the Diſciples of Cris fan 
| | bn up © be led into all truh 
by che teaching of the Holy 1 1 

W they were in the ſtate of mind I am 
now deſcribing; dull of W 0 _ 
E doubtful, - and flow of heart. 1 | 
& | were often warned of it; particul 


n any things to 2 7 unto you, Ba. 9e can- 
in n BRAR rhem now. And as the di- 
vine wiſdom made choice of ſuch men 
for the good of thoſe who ſhould come 
after, ſo theſe things are written of them 
for our admonition. They had laid it 
don as a firſt principle, that their ma- 
ſter's kingdom was to be of thit world; 
and formed all their reaſonings and ex- 
pectations accordingly. One was to fit. 
ct bis right hand, another at his left ; 
and they were ever diſputing which 
W ſhould be 2/ greateſi. Any occurrence 
chat flattered this notion, was gladly re 
W ceived and made the moſt of; and every + 
ching that could not be reconciled with 
1 [it 1 was thruſt out of ſight. When the- 


a Tobn XVI. 12. 
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fon. a an 40 teach them, that 

muſt ſuffer many things,: and be te jected 
of the- —— and of No chief dei and 
feribes,. nd: be Killa, er 550 
days niſe again; all the n ere 
o deſtructive of their 
Peter began to rebuke Rags as if * dar 
heard blaſphemy. Chriſi took an .oppor- 
tunity of inculcating this doctrine;atreſh, 
when they were in a ſtate of conviction 
at ſeeing him perform a miracle; en- 

deavouring, as it were, to ſurprize them 
into}a confeſſion of its truth: but the 
time was not yet. --- hile they wondered 
every one at all - things abi Feſus did 
be\faid unto his diſciples, let theſe ſayings 
2 down' iuto your cars: for the ſon of 
man ſhall be delivered into the. bands if | 
men. But they underſtood. not this 'ſays 
ing; it was bid from them, that they | 
perceived it not. The terms were. elear 
and intelligible, enough; and the ideas 
conveyed by them were all common and 
familiar: but if that ſaying were all- 
mitted, they muſt part with their be- 


a Mark. VIII. 31. b Lake, IX. 43, 44. | 
loved 
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j 25 he ſhould. cart) on che ſcbgeg, pub 
W lcave them no way to eſcape. They had 
already heard more than they would ber | 
lee, ond therefore, as to any thing far- 
WP ther, thought it beſt te remein in ths 
2 


1 reliſh for the things that he of men, more 
chan for he things that be of God, and 
ſome principle is imbibed wherein the 


GS 2K 


and the place where he ſhould be born. 
It was to be ſhewn, that Jg of Ma- 
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were wm 10 off 55 that. /e 


In ſhort, * chert i is 4 taſte. ar a 


paſſions are ſtrongly engaged, men are 
to be perſuaded of any thing and of no- 


ching: ready to take up with eyery de- 
W {picable pretence, to prop and ſupport 


their favourite opinion; and deaf to the 


„ WR plaineſt words and moſt infallible proofs, 
i they tend to eſtabliſh the other fade 
of the queſtion, For example; that a 
Meſſiab was to deliver their nation, was 
allowed by all the Jews ; and they were 


well e as to the time of his coming, 


Zareth was the perſon: and for a proof 


d 2 of 


D xxvm | 


of it, they were bid to compare the 
ſcripture with the things he did and 
taught. But though he had done ſo many 
miracles before them, yet they believed not 
on bim; and as if he had left the proof 
of his miſſion obſcure and defective, they 
came very formally to him to aft a fn 
of him, after they had ſeen ſo many 
ligns; and called out to the very laſt 
for better evidence, bidding him come 
down from the Groſs, that they might 
ſee and believe. One wou Id take theſe 
Jems to have been Sceptic, who would 
perſevere in their doubtings againſt every 
propoſition that could be offered. But 
if we judge from their behaviour upon 
ſome other occaſions, there never was 
a more credulous generation upon the 
face. of the earth. They could receive 
full ſatisfaction from the moſt childiſh 
and inconſiſtent tales that ever were in- 
vented. The ſelf-· contradiction of Satan 
caſting out Satan; or the report of a 
few... heathen ien who witneſſed 
what was done while they were aſſeep, 


s Jobs, XII. 7. b 3 
could 


could paſs for good goſpel; while the 
WT moſt evident miracles, and the cleareſt 
W prophecies, were all nothing tothe pur 
W poſe, where they did not like the con- 
cdluſion. And for the ſame reaſon, the 
WW whole goſpel itſelf, while it is the favour 
of life to ſome, is a favour of death to 
others: as different as life and death! 
yet nevertheleſs one and the ſame goſ- 
= pet. It is like the pillar that ſtood be- 
WH tween the camp of 1/-ae/ and the hoſt 
of Egypt; which was a cloud to the one, 
and light to the other. But who will 
deny that the light was clear to the Ma- 
elites, becauſe the Egyptians ſaw nothing 
but a cloud of darkneſs? © © 
= Behold then the true ſource of all 
our religious differences: they proceed 
from the blindneſs and corruption of the 
human heart, encreaſed and cheriſhed 
by ſome falſe principle that ſuits with 
its appetites: and all the prudence and 
learning the world can boaſt, will ex- 
empt no child of Aaam from this mi- 
ſerable weakneſs; nothing but the grace 
8 a Exod, XIV. 20. | 
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their countrymen, and were — 


| 1 N * 6 
of God can poſſibly remove it, Where ; 
that js ſuffered to enter, and the han, i | 
inſtead of perſiſting in its own will, is| 
ſurrendered to the will of God, the! 
whole goſpel is ſufficiently. clear, be- 4 L 
cauſe no text of it is any longer offen. 1 
five. 9 

Of this happy change we have wel 
beſt example 1 in the apoſtles of our bleſ-· 
ſed Saviour; who, when they firſt en l 
tered the School of Chriſtiantey, had a 8 
veil upon their hearts like the reſt i 


poſſeſſed by a ſpirit of the world, pro-i J 
miſing elt Big tull enjoyment of tem· [ 


poral | nate and preferments. Bui 


the ſufferings and death of their maſter| % 
having ſhewed the vanity of ſuch ex. 9 1 
Ws, and ſerved in a great mea 
Mi to beat down this earthly nbd 
they were ready for conviction ; and 
then their under ſtanding was 4 
that they might underſtand the SY | 
zures *. The evidence that before wa | 
dark and inconcluſive, became on 4 


a Luke XXIV. 45. c ad 
u ll 
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baden clear and irreſiſtible; and they? 
who had lately fled” from diſgrace 
4 | * death as from the greateſt of "evils; 
| g ould now reſbice that they were found 
oor thy to offer. Their opinion was'al- 
uh; becauſe their affections were 
leanſed from this world: that mire atid 
x | Jay was waſhed off from their eyes ir in 
he true waters of Siloam, and now they 
Would /ze all things clearly. 
What has been here faid upon the 
WE ondud of our Saviour 8 diſciples and 
Whe unbelieving Jews, may be applied 
"Wo all thoſe who diſpute any article of 
Mm he Chriſtian Faith; and particularly 
1 he doctrine of the evep-ble efſed Trinity, 
I s revealed to us in the holy ſcriptures: 
or we ſhall certainly find, that ſome 
EU ml principle is aſſumed, which flatters 
+ ie pride of human nature. It abhors 
feſtraint and ſubjection; and is ever 
a J Piring, right or wrong, to be diftiti 
, Ruiſhed from the common herd, and to 
als itſelf against the knowlege of OC 
What this principle is, we ſhall very 


ot 


a 2 Cor. X. 55 
ſoon 


the learned Dr. Clark; becauſe he is Wl 


PERSON; and then adds „ This is 


three perſons. But it is the fir ft princi- 


held Gods many and Lords many“, 1s 


[ XXXII ] 


ſoon diſcover: it 1s publickly owned xz 


and gloried in by every conſiderable 
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with this ſubje&t. I ſhall inſtance in 


deſervedly placed at the head of the TE 
Arian diſputants in this kingdom. Ta 

He afhrms in his firſt [Propoſe 7t10n, 
that the ons cop, ſpoken of in Marth. Wi 


rg. x7. and elle where, is only one i 


ce the firſt principle of Natural Rel: 
nw, = 
So then here are two different religi- 
ons; by one of which it is proved, that 
the one God is the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; that he is therefore 


ple of the other religion, that he is but 
one perſon : though how that can be re- 
conciled with the practice of the whole 
heathen world, who were ſo far from 


diſcovering this one perſon, that they 


* See Script. Dor. p. II. F. I. 
4 1 Cor, VIII. 5. 
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not very eaſy to determine. And whence. 
comes this Religion? it is confeſſed to 
be drawn from nature / it is the Goſ- 
F | pel of the natural man, unſanctified by 
divine grace, and uninſtructed by any 
light from above; and owes its birth to 
chat fountain of darkneſs and ſelf- con- 
ceit, from whence has ſprang all the 
= confuſion and imagination that ever was 
introduced into the religion of God. 
And what wonder, if nature ſhould 
operate as ſtrongly in an Aria or a So 

cinian againſt the Myſtery of the Tri- 
nity, as it did in the Jews againſt the 
Lau and the Prophets, and in the un- 
converted diſciples againſt the doctrine 
of the Cros? If it be laid down as a 
r principle, that God is but one Per- 
1 n; then it will be utterly impoſſible, 
ſo long as this principle keeps poſſeſſion, 
chat any perſon, of common ſenſe 
enough to know the meaning of words, 
mould quietly receive and embrace a 

Revelation in thoſe parts of it, where it 
teaches us that God is hree Perſons : 
cheſe two principles being ſo diametri- 


e cally 


| ary Þ.. 
cally oppoſite, that while he holds to 
the one, a voice from the dead will not 
perſuade him of the other, 
| What then will be the conſequence 
in this caſe ? The practice of the De- 
;/}, who carries on this argument to its 
proper iſſue, is to deny the Scripture- 
revelation, becauſe his natural Religion 
is contrary to it; and they cannot both | 
be true. But the partial unbeliever, W 
who allows the Scripture to be ſupported ll 
by ſuch external evidence as he cannot 
anſwer, while his Reaſon objects to the 
matter contained in it; muſt follow the 
example of the Fews, and reconcile the 
Scripture where he cannot believe it. 
Thus they treated the Law of Mo/es. i 
We know, ſaid they, that God ſpale 
unto Moles *: therefore they readily 
granted his Law to have a divine au- 
thority ; but as it would not ſerve ther i 
turn in its own proper words, they 4 
put a falſe gloſs of tradition upon 
the face of it, to hide its true com- 
plexion; and then complained that the 
„ Joby. TX. © | 
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W Scripture was not clear enough: and 
if you uſed it as a teſtimony to Teſs 
Crit, they would ſtone you for a b/aſ- 
pPbemer. e 1 
What ſhall we ſay then? that the 
eus were of a different opinion from 
che Chri/tians ? and that this was their 
Lay of under ſtanding the Scripture ? No: 
odd forbid. For if we will believe the 
Ccripture itſelf, it was their way of de- 
We 17779 it. Had ye BELIEVED Moſes, ſays 
our Lord, ye would have believed me : 
and he gives us upon this occaſion the 
true grounds and reaſons of their unbe- 
lief; becauſe they received honour one 
„, another, and had not the love of God 
Win them *. Every hypotheſis of human 
growth, which was pretty ſure to agree 
wvith their complexion, and reflected 
ſome honour upon themſelves by exalt- 
Wing the nature of man, that can make 
a religion for 7t/elf, and comes in its 
on name; that they would gladly re- 
eibe. But if any thing was offered to 
hem in the name of God, to be re- 
* a See Jobn V. 39.—4 fin. 

4 ceived 


[ xxxv1 }] 


ceived for the love of him, and the fpi- 1 
ritual comfort of a pure conſcience, and 
the hope of a better world; it was re- q 
jected, as an encroachment upon their | q 
natural rights, and an invective againſt iſ 
the innocent pleaſures of a carnal Jeru- 1 
alem. And ſo it is with us at thi 
time: for if an Author does but 2 
out the Sign of Mature and reaſon in 1 
his title-page, there are readers in plen- [ N 
ty, who will buy up and ſwallow A x 
drugs by wholeſale: but if God, of hi 
infinite mercy and condeſcenſion, ſhew y 
to them the way of Salvation, his word i 
are to be abſtracted from the evidence 
upon which he requires us to belier 
them, then put into this Alembic o 

reaſon, and demonſtrated to be no p 
ſon, before they can be brought to 1 
them. And if they ſhould happen to b 
a little diſagreeable to fleſh and blood 
and the operation ſhould miſcarry, ti 4 
fault is charged upon God, and ni 
upon themſelves, who ought. to hay 
gone another way to work; as the 1 
will certainly find. . 


We conclude therefore, ſe Chriſt 
as affirmed it, that every degree of 


doubt and diſputation againſt the words 


Jof God, is juſt ſo much anbelief; pro- 


* 


Jcecding not from the head or under- 


rn but from the heart * and affec- 


tions. And the world is filled with the 
vain jangling of uncertainty, for this 
ſhort reaſon | | 


all men have not 


Faith *. e 
. a3 Heb. III. 12. b 2 The. III. 2. 


\. ADVERTISEMENT. 


N all the Texts which are compared 
together in the following work, 
thoſe particular words, whereon the f 
ſtreſs of the compariſon lies, are printed 
in Capitals; that the argument obtain- 
ed from them may ſhew itſelf to the 
reader upon the farſt inſpection. And 
I hope, after what has been obſerved to 
him in the foregoing diſcourſe, that this 
is the only admonition he will ſtand in 
need of. The arguments I have drawn 
from the ſcripture are, to the beſt of 
my knowlege, moſt of them new: and, 
if I may judge from my own mind, the 
manner in which they are laid down, 
is more likely to convince, than any I 
have yet ſeen. Had I thought other- 
wiſe, I could eaſily have forbore to trou- 
ble myſelf or the world with the tran- 
ſcribing and printing them. The end I 
have propoſed is not to obtain any re- 
putation, (to which this is not the way) 
but to do ſome little good, of which 
there is much need. I do therefore ſin- 
cerely 


\DVERTISEMENT,. 


- 


erely recommend the following work, 
and every Reader of it, to the grace 
and bleſſing of Almighty God; well 
knowing, that leſs the Lord keep rh 
WC::y, the watchman waketh but in 
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W 7he Divinity of CHRIST. 


IJ . VIII. 13, 14. Sanctifie the LoRD os 
= HosTs HIMSELF, and let mim be 
your fear, and let Hi be your dread : 
and HE ſhall be for a Sanctuary; but 
for a STONE OF STUMBLING and ROCK 
or oFFENCE to both houſes of ral. 
1 x Pet. II. 7, 8. The ſtone which the 
builders diſallowed, the ſame is made 
the head of the corner, and a STONE 


or STUMBLING and ROCK oF. op- 


!nſtead of reaſoning upon theſe words of 
e Prophet Iſaiah, according to any pri- 
Watc Interpretation, I add another paſſage of 
rripture, wherein they are expreſly applied to 
1 5 the 


2 E = 
the perſon of Chrift ; and then ſhew what mutt 
be the reſult of 5b. If the Scripture, thus 1 
compared with itſelf, be drawn up into an ar- 
gument, the concluſion may indeed be denied, 
and ſo may the whole Bible, but it cannot be 
anſwered. For example, 
The Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence, il 
as the former text affirms, is the Lord of Hoſts 
himſelf; a name which the Arians allow to no 
other but the one, only, true, and ſupreme 
God, * ” 
But, this Stone of Stumbling and Rock of of: T 
fence, as it appears from the latter text, is no o- 
ther than Chriſt, the ſame ſtone which the Sul. Bi 
ders refuſed ; Therefore, 

Cbriſt is the LORD OF HOSTS HIM: 
SELF : and the Arian is confuted upon hi 


_ own principles. 
II. 


=. * 
— 


Tſai. VI. 5. Mine Eyes have sxEN the 
King, the LORD or HosTs. = 

John XII. 41. Theſe things faid Eſaias 
when he saw HIs (RIOTS): GLORY, 


and ſpake of Hiu. 
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CHAP. J. 3 


75 * is the perſon here ſpoken of by St. 
Von; ; whoſe Glory, Eſaias is declared to have 
ſeen upon that occaſion, where the Prophet af- 


arms of himſelf, that his Eyes had n 


1 IM 
+024 298 


raf Hels: Therefore, 
__ X7:/ is the LORD OF HOSTS. - 


III. 


W 7/27. 44. 6, Thus faith the Lord, the 
= King of I/rae/ and his Redeemer, 
the LoRD oF HosTs, I am THE 
FIRST, and I am THE LasT, and 
_ 3:5:D:5 un there is No 60D. | 
Kev. 22. 13. 1 / Jeſus) am Alpha and 
= Omega, the beginning and the End, 


THE FIRST and THE LAST. 


=_ Theſc Titles of he fr/t and the laſt are con- 
WE fined to him alone, befides whom there is no God. 
But Jes hath aſſumed theſe Titles to himſelf: 
Therefore, Jeſus is that God, beſides whom there 
is 70 other. Or thus — There is no God beſides 
bim who is 2% frft and the laſt: but, Jeſus is 
e frſt and the laſt: therefore beſides Feſus there 

a other Gd. 


1/ai. XLIII. 11. I even I am the Loxp, 
and BESIDES ME there is No s A- 
VIOUR, * 

2 Pet. III. 18. Our LORD and SAVIOUR 
JESUS CHRIST. 


| Feſus Chrift then, is cur Saviour; or, as he is 
called, John IV. 42. The Saviour of the World. 
But unleſs he were God, even the Lord, Jebo- 
wah, as well as man, he could not be a Saviour; 
becauſe the Lord has declared, there is no Sa- 
viour beſide himſelf. It is therefore rightly ob- 


* 


Ie — * 2 FS 3 Saree 3 SS, 3 
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ſerved by the Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 9. that God in 


dignifying the man Chriſt with the name of JE- 


SUS, hath given him a name above every name, 


a The argument drawn from this text will be equally convin- 
cing which ever way it be taken Jeſus Chriſt is a Seviow 
therefore he is 7ehovah, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is Fehovad, 
therefore he is the Savicur. The beſt obſervations I have ever 
met with upon the name Fehovah, and it's application to the 
ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, are to be found in 2 Vindication of 


the Doctrine of the Trinity from the Exceptions of a late pamphlet 


entitled, an Eſſay on Spirit by the learned Dr. T. Randolph, 
Preſident of C. C. C. in Oxford: which I would defire the Rea- 
der to conſult, from p. 61. to 71. of Pt. I, 
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even that of a a which i is his own name, 
and ſuch as can belong to no other. 


vat * + 
' . 


Rv. 22. 6. The LORD. GOD of the 
. Holy Prophets SENT HIS ANGEL to 
ſhew unto his Servants the things 
= which muſt ſhortly be done. 
Lid. v.16. I jzsUs have SENT- MINE 
= ancrr to teſtifie unto you Zheſe 
things in the Churches. 

5 The Angel that appeared to St. Jobn was the 
Assel of the Lord God, and the Lord God ſent 
bim: but he was the Angel of Jeſus, and Jeſus 
ent him: therefore, Jeſus is the Lord God of 
= be Holy Prophets. 


VI. 
Luke I. 76. And thou Child ſhalt be 
called the Prophet of THE HIGHEST, 


for thou ſhalt Go BRETORE the ACR 
of the LORD to PREPARE HIS WAYS. 


Matth. 


6 4 A P. Þ 
| Matth. XI. xo. Behold I ſend my mel 


ſenger BEFORE THY FACE, to PRE- 
ARE THY WAY before thee. _ 


Johm the Baptiſt goes before the 8 f * 


Lord, that is, of the Higheft, whoſe propher be WM 
is, to prepare his way. But, he was ſent as 2 
Meſſenger before the face of Chriſt, to prepare 
his way ; who, therefore, is the Lord, and the 
Higheft 


VI; 


The two following texts are but a repetition 1 
of the ſame argument: but as they ſpeak of a 


Chrift under a different name, they ought to 
have a place for themſelves. 


Lule I. 16, 17. And many of the child- Wh 
ren of T/rael ſhall he turn to the 
LORD THEIR GOD: and he ſhall g 
before HI. 9 

Matth. III. 11. He that cometh AFTER 

ME 1s mightier than I — & c. BY 


Here again, the Baptiſt is ſaid to go befor 
the Lord God of the children of Iſrael : but it is 
certain, he went before Jeſus Chriſt, the only 


; #/ fe 4 - 
1 
* , 4 
: 1 =” ** : 5 * 
5 8 | . RY © 4 


1 derſon ho is ſaid to come 850 him: therefore, 
s Cbriſt is the Lord God of the children of H- 
ael. And the ſame title is given to him in the 
| Wcophet Heſea,—1 will have mercy upon the houſe 
I J Judah, and will fave them by the Lord their 
5 a od: which can be no other than the voice 

7 df God the Father, promiſing Salvation by the 
Wocrſon of God the Son. 


VIII. 


lateb. XI. 10. Behold I fend wy me 
Enger before Tay face, to pre pare 
THY way before THEE. 


Aal. III. x. Behold I ſend my meſſen- 


4; this prophecy is worded by St. Mathew ED 
7 alſo by St. Mark * and St. Luke) there is a per- 


\ Konal diſtinction between Him who ſends his 
| nm Henger, and Chrift before whom the Meſſen- 
i | = zs ſent —T ſend wy Meſſenger — to prepare 
Wb way before THEE. But the Prophet him- 
ſelf has it thus -— 7 ſend MY meſſenger, to prepare 
be way before ME. Yet the Evangeliſt and 
che Prophet are both equally correct and true. 


a MarkI.2, b Luke VII. 27. 


For 
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8 CHAP. 1 


For though Chriſt be a di Herent perſon, yet is he ; ; 


one and the ſame God with the Father. And Y 
hence it is, that with the Evangelif, the perſon; Wil 


are not confounded ; with the Prophet, the God. 3 
head is not divided. This Argument, may ſerve i 


to juſtify an excellent obſervation of our Church 7 


in the Homily upon the Reſurrection - How if 
ce dare we be ſo bold to renounce the preſence of Mi 
ce the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? for where 
« one is, there is God all whoſe in Majeſty, to- 
40 gether with all his power, wiſdom and good- 1 


cc neſs.” 


IX, 


P/. LXXVII 56. They TzMeTED and 


provoked the MosT HIGH GoD. 

1 Cor. X. 9. Neither let us TzMerM 
chxRIST as ſome of them alſo tempt- 
4 | | | F a 1 'Y 7s 


ed. 


Tpheſe texts do both relate to the ſame rebel- 
lious Acts of the J/aelites in the wilderneſs, In 
the former of them, the perſon they tempted 1 
called the moſt High God: in the latter he | 
called Chriſt : therefore, Chriſt is the mo/# Hig! 
God. N 

1 


| _ 


n III. 29. He that hath the Bride, 
is THE BRIDEGROOM * — (meaning 


| Chriſt.) 


my But according to the Prophet, 
V. LIV. 5. Thy Maker is thine xvus- 
_ :anD, the LoRD or HosTs is his 
Name 


And the Church, which is the Bride of Chriſt, 
an no more have two diſtinct huſbands, than 
riß can have two diſtinct Churches. As the 
nurch is the Bride, the Body, the Building of 
od; and as there is one Bride, oe body, one 
Wuilding ; ſo is there on the other hand, one God, 
bo is the huſband or Bridegroom ; one Chriſt 

ho is the Head; one God with the Lamb, 

1 who is the Light of it. Compare alſo, Jer. III. 
2 1. and 31.32, Ezek. XVI. Ho: II. Matth. 
Wo. 1 5-25. 1. 2 Cor. II. 2. Epb. V. 23. Rev. 
X. 7. and XXI. 2, 9. 


Another title of Eminence, that ſhews Chriſt to be upon 


m equality with God the Father, is to be collected from the fol- 
owing Seriptures. 


B P/al. 
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XI. 


Here follow ſome ſingle Fexts, | to which if 
add no paralels; there being no dan ger of miſ 
taking their application. 


Fohn XX. 28. And Thomas ankipered 
and ſaid, MY LORD, and My GOD, 


XII. 


Nom. IX. 5. Of whom as concerning i 
the Fleſh HRIS H came, who is over 
all, op BLESSED for ever. Amen. 


Eſal. XXIII. 1. The Loxp (Heb. Fehopab) is my Syepuso, 
John X. 16. There ſhall be one fold, and one SuePHERD. 


If Chriſt be not the Lord, in Unity with the Father, there 
muſt of courſe be wo diſtinct beings, to whom the Scripture has 
appropriated this Character of a Shepherd; and that would make 
tro Shepherds. But Chriſt has affirmed there is but one Shepherd, 
that is Aimſelf, THE SHEPHERD of the Sheep, v. 2. whom 
St. Peter calls the chief Shepherd, 1 Pet. V. 4. So again — 


P/al. C. 3. Know ye that the Loxp he is Gop — ye are His 
people, and the Suez» of His Paſture. 

John X. 3. HE (that is, Chrift himſelf) calleth His own 
SHEEP. 


And again — John XXI. 16. Feed my Sheep — faid Chriſt to 
St. Peter: which in the Language of St. Peter himſelf, 1 Pet. V. 
2. is — Feed the Flock of Gov. 

XIII 
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GC HAP. 
e Pe-. I. r. — Through the Righteouſ- 
neſs of ours GOD and Saviour IESus 
CHRIST, 2 | 


The Greek is — Ts Oe N zu Emp» Inos 
Z xe — the very ſame, as to the order and 
Grammar of the words, with the laſt verſe of 

| 2 this Epiſtle — T8 Ku nuwy Xa co lnpes Inos Xpics 
which is thus rendered in our Englith verſion 

: Y — of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And 
bo, without doubt, it ſhould be in the other 
: | paſſage : there being no poſſible reaſon why, 78 
Jes nu, ſhould not ſignifie, cur God, as well 

| 4 as, Ts Kupis nw), OUT Lord. It is not my delign 
co caſt any reflection upon the wiſdom of our 

excellent and orthodox Tranſlators ( whole ver- 

W fon, taken altogether, is without exception the 
þ beſt extant in the world) or to advance this as 

any diſcovery of my own: for the Tranſlators 

themſelves have preſerved the true rendering in 
the Margin; declaring it, by their cuſtomary 

Note, to be the /teral ſenſe of the Greek. 
There is another expreſſion, Tit. II. 13. that 

Wy ought to be claſſed with the foregoing. Looking 

Ver tbat bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing, 

5 2 78 


12 GC H'APIL 


TS Ears Tis Kay True . nw Ines Xpic's, of our 
Great God and Saviour, Feſus Chriſt. Of which 
a great man, deep in the Arian Scheme, gives 
this deſponding Account — © Many underſtand 
ce this whole Sentence to belong to one and the 1 
« {ame Perſon, vis Chriſt : as if the words! - q 
* ſhould have been rendered, The appearing if . | 
« our great God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Which 
* Conſtruction, the words will indeed bear; 2 . ö 
« do alſo thoſe in 2 Pet. I. 1. But it is much 
te more reaſonable, and more agreable to the 
cc whole Tenor of Scripture, to underſtand the 
te former part of the words, to relate to the Fa- 
ce ther,” * As for the whole Tenor of Scripture, it 
is a weighty phraſe, but very eaſily made uſe of i 
in any cauſe good or bad: fo I ſhall leave the 
reader to judge of that, after it has been exhibi- 
ted to him in the following pages. And as for 
the reaſonableneſs of the thing itſelf, let any ſe- 
rious perſon conſider, whether the Doctrine of 
the Scripture is not more rational under the or- 
thodox application of theſe words, than under 
that of this Author. For to allow, as he does, 
that Chriſt is God, but not the Great God, is to 
make two Gods, a greater and a leſſer; which 6 
no very rational principle. And I make not the 
leaſt doubt but this Author, had he been dreſ- 


a Clarke's Doctr. of the Trin. C. 2. C. 1. 541. 


CHAP. L 13 


ing up a Syſtem of natural religion, would have 
proteſted againſt a notion ſo abſurd and im- 
= pious. But when the Scripture was to be dealt 
= wich, he choſe it as the leſſer of two evils, the 
; E greater of which, was the Doctrine he had ſub- 
= /crib:d to. | : 


XIV. 


20. V. 19. Gop was IN CHRIST, re- 
E conciling the world to HIMSELF. 


It is allowed on all hands, that the world was 
reconciled by Chriſt Jeſus to the one, only, great 
and ſupreme God, But, this very ſame God (for 
the word is but once uſed in the whole ſentence) 
was in Chriſt ; manifeſt in the fleſh, and recon- 
ciling the world to himſelf. And were there no 
other paſſage of Scripture to be found, this a- 
lone is ſufficient to overthrow the whole Doc- 
trine of Ar:aniſm; which, as far as the Scrip- 
ture is concerned, depends upon this one aſſer- 
tion — that « the word GOD, in Scripture, 
« NEVER ſignifies a complex notion of more 
e perſons than one; but ALWAYS means one 
e perſon only, vig. either the perſon of the Fa- 
ether ſingly, or the perſon of the Son ſingly.” * 


a Clarke's S. D. P. II. F. 33. 
Which 


/ 2 ** 2 * * 
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14 CHAP. I. 


Which is abſolutely falſe: for here it ſignifies 
both. The text conſiders God as agent and pa- 
tient at the ſame time, and upon the fame occa- 
fion ; as the reconciler of the world, in the per- 
Jon of the Son; and the object to whom the re- 
conciliation was made, in the Perſon of the Fu- 
ther ; yet there is but one word (God) to ex- 
preſs them Both. So that the word God, though 
of the /ingu/ar number, is of a plural compre- 
henſion. And thus I find it to have been taken 
by ſome of the moſt eminent writers before the 
council of Nice, © Plaſmatus in initio homo per 
ce manus DEL, id eſt, FILII & SPIRITUS,” fays 
Trenæus; putting the ſingular name of God, 
for the tuo perſons of the Son and Spirit. And 
the fame word, in the language of Origen, (if 
we are allowed to take the verſion of Ruffnus 
as genuine) includes the whole zhree perſons — 
Igitur de DEO, id eſt, de PATRE & FILIO 
& SPIRITU ſancto. And our excellent 
Church has uſed the word God in the fame 
ſenſe ; as in the Bleſing after the communion 
ſervice — GOD ALMIGHTY, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
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i. V. F. 23. b De principiis. Lib. IV. C. 2. 


XV. 


4 


Vun XIV. iz. I am in the F alben 
and the Father IN ME. 


Iii 


Compare this with the foregoing Article. 

L 2 Cor. V. 20. We are ambaſſadors for 
= curisT, as though cop did BESEECH 
you by us. We eray you IN 


CHRISTS STEAD be ye reconciled 
to G0p. 


The uſefulneſs of this text to our preſent 
ſubject, lies in theſe words — In Chriſt's ſtead 

woe pray, as though God did beſeech” — where 
che interchanging of the Names God and Chriſt, 
8s ſhews the /ame perſon to be entitled to bob. 


> 
: John V. 20. We are in him that is 


true, even in his Son JESUS HRTIST: 
THIS is the TRUE GOD and eternal 


life. | 
XVIII. 


CHAP. I. 
XVIII. 


Col. II. 8, 9. Beware leſt any man {po 
you through Philoſophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world 
and not after cyuzisT ; for in ry | 
DWELLETH ALL THE -FULNESs of the 
GODHEAD BODILY. 1 


The Apoſtle foreſaw, that a thing calling i- 4 
ſelf Philoſophy would ſet all its engines at work N 
to deſtroy the notion of Chri/?'s true and abſo- Wl 
lute Divinity — © For in him (ſays he) duell 
« all the fulneſs of the Godbead bodily. Philoſopy 
te will diſpute this: and undertake to demonſirat 3 
« the contrary. But if you liſten to ſuch va 
ce deceit, it will overthrow your faith, and ſþ"/ 
« you for a diſciple of Teſus Chriſt : therefore— k.. 


L 


ce Beware. 
XIX. 


Jobn I. 1. The word WAS GOD. 
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CHAP. I. 17 


xX. 


Jhai. IX. 6. For unto us a Child 1s 
born, unto us a Son is gwen, and 
che Government ſhall be upon his 
8 Shoulder : and his name ſhall be 
= called wonderfull, Counſeller, „ the 
; MIGHTY 60D, the EVERLASTING | A- 
THER. 


2, XXIII. 6. This is the Name where- 
by he ſhall be called, the Lord (In- 
HOVAH) our Righteouſneſs. 


XXII. 
. 21. II. 175 18. The LORD ALONE ſhall 
be xxarTrzp in that day: and the 
IDOLS he ſhall utterly aboliſh, | 


= < 1 is the reverſe, as direct ende 

0 to Chriftianity (or, the day of Chriſt.) To de- 
i F* troy this, was the great end of Chriſts coming 
into the world, — = But except he were God, 


C ce the 


= CHAP. I. 


XVIII. 


Col. II. 8, 9. Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you through Philoſophy and vain WM 
deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world 
and not after cHRISTH; for in Hm 
DWELLETH ALL THE -FULNESS of the 
GODHEAD BODILY. f 
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The Apoſtle foreſaw, that a thing calling it 1 
ſelf Philoſophy would ſet all its engines at wort 
to deſtroy the notion of Chriſts true and abſo-WM 
lute Divinity — © For in him (ſays he) duell 
« all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Philoſophy 
te will diſpute this: and undertake to demonſirat E 
« the contrary. But if you liſten to ſuch va 
« deceit, it will overthrow your faith, and ju 
« you for a diſciple of Feſus Chriſt : thereforc- k 7 
« Beware.” 4 
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Jobn I. 1. The worp WAS GOD. 


CHAP. I. 17 


xXx. 


5 72 IX. 6. For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given, and 
; I the Government ſhall be upon his 
= Shoulder : and his name ſhall be 
= called wonderfull, Counſeller, the 
MIGHTY GOD, the EVERLASTING | PA- 
THER, 


* 
XXI 
. 


; 7 her. XXIII. 6. This is the Name where- 
by he ſhall be called, the Lord (18- 
HOVAH) our Righteouſneſs. 


XXII. 
i. II. 17, 18. The LORD ALONE ſhall 


be zxaLTED in that day: and the 
IDOLS he ſhall utterly aboliſh, 


Bs 5 is the reverſe, 85 direct sl 
00 Cbriſtianity (or, the day of Chriſt.) To de- 
2 ſtroy this, was the great end of Chri/?'s coming 
into the world, — = But except he were God, 
C «the 
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18 CHAP. 7 D 


« the very and eternal God, of one Subſtance wit 4 
ce the Father, his Religion would be ſo far fron Wil 
« deſtroying Idolatry, that it would only be 2 
« more refined and dangerous ſpecies of it. Tr 
Prophet therefore, concludes all, that ſo he 
« might acquit the worſhip of Cbriſt from al 
< charge of 1dolatry, with. this poſitive aſſertion; WM 
« that it would prove the moſt effectual mean 
«of putting an end to all falſe and Idolatrou 
« Worlhip: The Idois be fall utterly abo 
« The like concluſion we meet with in the A 
ce poſtle St. John ; who having affirmed that Je E 
« ſus Chriſt is the true God and eternal life, im-. 
1 mediately ſubjoins and cloſes all with this a8. 
e vice — Little Children > keep yourſebves fra l 
« IDOLS.” n 
This Remark is taken from the firſt Volum E | 
of an Eſſay upon the proper Leſſons ; written, as 1 
am told, by a Gentleman of the Laity. Ther Mm 
needs no Apology for ſetting it down; it being d 
good uſe in the ſubje&t I am upon. And it ab Wi 
gives me an oceafion of returning thanks to ti 
pious and learned Author of that excellent work Wi 
not for myſelf only, but for many ſincere friends u 
the religion of Chriſt and the Church of Englau 
among whom his labours are not without the 
fruit; and I am confident they will not be wit 
out their reward: but the Author muſt be co 
| tent 


c HRA?! us 


nt to wait for it, till Wn nk ate o 
F her Children. \ © © 


2 
8 


XXIII. 


. 1, 8. I am Aupbs and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending faith the 
LoD, Which is, and which was, and 


which is to come, the ALMIGHTY, 


a. 4. - 


lf the Reader will be pleaſed to examine the 
ch and 17th verſes of this Chapter, it will 
| 4 appear that this 8th verſe was undoubtedly ſpo- 
een from the mouth of Chriſt : who therefore 
as 2 juſt title to every name ang attribute ex- 
n | | F refled in it; and Anon the rſh, ta that of the 
gry. 

=_ 0Or:gen, who certainly was no Arian, though 
ten repreſented as ſuch, by ſome, who would 
be pleaſed to have the vote of ſo celebrated a 
enius, has the following obſervation — © Now 
chat you may know the Omnipotence of the 
5 Father and the Son to be one and the ſame as 
u is ONE and the SAME GOD and 
1 LORD with the FATHER, hear what St, 
bn has ſaid in the Revelation -— Theſe things 
2 th the Lord, which 1s, and which was, and 


C 2_., -.-a_ 


which is to come, the Almighty. For who is the Wi 


Almighty that is to come, but Chriſt? * 


i 


XXIV. 


The Texts that folbw, with this mark (+) 
prefixed to them, are ſuch as have been abuſed 


by the Arians to ſupport their Hereſy : and ty þ 
the beſt of my knowlege, there are ſome of Mi 


very ſort. But when the Scripture is brought to 


declare its own ſenſe of them, they will either 3 
appear to be nothing to the purpoſe, or confirn Wl 


and preach the faith they have been ſuppoſed to 
deſtroy. 


+Maztb. XIX. 17, Why calleſt thou af 


GOOD? there is none good but n 


that is 60D. 


The objection is founded upon the Grell, 
which runs thus — Outs csu cpr vs, et un es, 0 
Yes. There is none good, but, eis, one; and that 
(one) 16, e J5, God. Whence it is argued, tha 


2 Ut autem wnam & eandem omnipotentiam Patris & Filii ell 
cognoſcas, ficut anus atque idem eſt cum Patre Deus & Domint, 
audi hoc modo Joan. in Apocalypſi dicentem: Hæc dicit Don- 
nus Deus qui eſt, & qui erit, & qui venturus eſt omnipotens. Qi 
enim venturus eſt omnipotens, quis eſt alius niſi Chriftus ? —Dt 
principiis Lib. I. C. 2. | 
the 
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CHAP. I. 21 


he adjective eis being in the maſculine Gender, 
cannot be interpreted to ſignifie one Being or 
orure (for then it ſhould have been Ex, in the 
; Y Neuter) but one Perſon: ſo that by confining 
Wc attribute of goodneſs to the ſingle perſon of 
be Facber, it muſt of courſe exclude the perſons 
E Jof the Son and Holy Ghoſt from the Unity of the 
WC o4bead. 
= To ſay the truth, I think this is the moſt 
I plauſible objection I have ever met with; and 
1 have ſincerely endeavoured to do it juſtice. If it 
s capable of being ſet in a ſtronger light, any 
man is welcome to add what he pleaſes to it, 
Por ſuppoſing the word «5 to ſignifie one perſon, 
(and in that lies the whole force of the argu- 
ment, ) then if one perſon only is good, and that 
= perſon is God; it muſt alſo follow that there is 
but one perſon who is God: the name of God 
| being as much confined hereby to a /ingle perſon, 
as the attribute of goodneſs. But this is utterly 
falſe; the names of God, Lord, Lord of Hoſts, 
dhe Almighty moſt High, Eternal, God of Tjrael, 
W 6c. being alſo aſcribed to the ſecond and third 
Perſens of the bleſſed Trinity. Take it this way 
We therefore, and the objection by proving too 
much, confutes itſelf, and proves nothing. 

The truth is, this criticiſm, upon the ſtrength 
of which ſome have dared to . their Sa- 


viour, 
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22 CHADPIiIS 
viour, has no foundation in the Original. The 
word «s is ſo far from requiring the ſubſtantive 
perſon to be underſtood with it, that it is put in 
the maſculine gender to agree with its ſubſtantive 
ess, and is beſt conſtrued by an adverb. If you 
follow the Greek by a literal tranſlation, it will 
be thus — There is none Good — et un ets o Tis 
but the one God; that is, in common Engliſh 
— but God only. And it happens, that the ſame 
Greek, word for word, occurs in Mark II. 7.— 
Who can forgive fins — ei pn eis o Fes — but God 
only: ſo it is rendred by our Tranſlators: and 
we have a plain matter of fact, that e in this 
place cannot poſſibly admit the ſenſe of one per- 
ſon, becauſe Chriſt, who is another perſon, took 
upon him to forgive fins. In the parallel place 
of St. Luke's Goſpel, * the expreſſion is varied, 
ſo as to make it ſtill clearer — 4 py pores o Jus 
— not es, but pos, another adjective of the 
maſculine gender; which though it agree with 
its ſubſtantive 3, is rightly conſtrued as an ad- 
verb — either the alone God, or, Gad only, And 
the Greek itſelf uſes one for the other indiffe- 
rently — as, 7. ApTY OY, by Bread only e 
Avy® h, in word only, © The utmoſt that Can 
be gathered, therefore, from theſe words, is no 
more than this; that there is ove God (in which 


a Luke v. 21. b Matt. IV. 4. © 175. I. 5. f 
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CHAP. L 23 


we ate all agreed,) and that there is nont gwod 
Ws beſide him; which nobody will diſpute. Whether 
WY i this God, there be one penn, or Hhree, roy 
mains yet to be conſidered : and the Scripture is 
bo expreſs in other places, as to ſettle it beyond 
au diſpute. NM | 
 1f it ſhould here be aſked, for what reaſon 
I | Chriſt put this Queſtion — © Why calleſt thou 
me gen?“ I anfwer; for the fame feaſon 
dat he — che Phariftes, why David in Spi- 
WE rit called bim LORD: and that was, to try if 
| they were able to account for it. This rwer, by 
addreſſing our Saviour under the name of good 
Maſter, when the inf pired Pſaltniſt Had armed 
long before, that there is none thut doh GO0, 
no NOT ONE; did in effect allow him to be 
God; no mere man, ſince the fall of Adam, hav- 
ing any claim to that Character. And when he 
was called upon to explain his meaning, for that 
God only was good; he ſhould have replied in 
the words of St. Thomas — My Lord and my 
« GOD:” which would have 9 a noble In- 
ſtance of Faith, and have cleared up the whole 
diſfculty. If che caſe be conſidered, this man 
| was a very proper ſubject for ſuch a trial. Ful- 
ly convinced of his own ſufficiency, he comes to 
Chrift | in the preſence of his diſciples, to n 


a Matth, XXII. 43. b ÞP/alm XIV. z. 
ak 
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what good ching he might do to merit everlaſting 1 
life. Whence our Saviour takes occaſion to cor- 


rect his miſtake as to the nature of goodneſs ; and 
having tried this good and perfect man in a ten- 
der point, ſent him away grievouſly diſſatisfied, 


XXV. 


+ 7 chr. XV. 24. Then cometh the 


END, when Hz ſhall deliver up the 
KINGDOM to GOD, even the FATHER, 


Lule I. 33. HR (Feſus) ſhall reign over 
the houſe of Jacob for ever; and of 


HIS KINGDOM there ſhall be NO END. 


This of St. Luke, being a contradiction in 
terms to that of the Apoſtle, ſhews the former to 
be ſpoken only of Chriſis humanity ; as the latter 
relates only to his Divinity. When both are 
laid together, it is evident to a demonſtration, 
that Chriſt is perfect God, as well as perfect man. 
As man, he received a kingdom, which again, as 
man, he ſhall deliver up, when his mediatorial 
office, for which he took the nature of man, 
ſhall be at an end. But there is a kingdom per- 


taining to him, which ſhall have 70 end. And 
this cannot be true, unleſs he is a perſom in that 


God 


ST 
5 


C, who after the Humanity has delivered up 
me Lingdom, ſhall be all in all. The diſtinction 
in this caſe between the God and man in the 
; ; - jornt-perſon of Chriſt- Feſus, is warranted by an- 
other part of the Chapter, wherein the Apaſile 
$ has given us a key to his own meaning. Since 
MAN ( fays he) came death, by MAN came 
Z alſo the reſurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
Here, it is evident, he is drawing a contraſt be- 
Ws tween the man Adam and the man Cbriſt; ſo 
chat unleſs it be done on purpoſe, no reader can 
eaſily miſtake the meaning of what follows 
Then cometh the End, when HE (that is the nan 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam) ſhall deliver up tbe 
Ving dom, &c. for ſo it muſt be, dan to the 
tenor of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe. | _ 
The New Teſtament abounds with expreſſions 
of this nature; but they have no difficulty in 
them, if it 5 be remembered that Chriſt is 
mam as well as God; which the Arians are will- 
ing upon all occaſions to forget. And it has 
been chiefly owing to an abuſe of theſe texts, 
that they have been able to put any tolerable 
gloſs upon their Hereſy. The Old Teſtament. 
ſeldom ſpeaking. of Chriſt, but as a Perſon of 
the Godhead before his Incarnation, does not 
afford them fo many opportunities: and hence 


D it 


Gs CHAT" EH 3 
it is 5 that moſt of them confine their enquirieg | 2B 
to the New, which is the hiſtory of him aft 
his incarnation, when he appeared, 'as' the jr} Wl 
born of many brethren, * anointed aboue bis Fel. 
lows (Mankind) receiving authority and domi. 
nion from God, who by a power ſuperior to "_ 
that of his human ſoul and body, put all b = 
in ſubjettion under the feef of it. | f 
But ſome, for whoſe ſakes he thus humbled fl 
himſelf, and became obedient in the fleſh, in- 
ſtead of receiving it with humility and devotion, Wl 
even caſt it in his teeth, and make it an argu Wi 
ment againſt him: vainly imagining that they | YB 
do honour to their ſupreme God, while they 
ſay with Peter — Lord, be it far from thee: thi 
ſhall not, it cannot, be unto thee. And it h 1 
worth their while to conſider, whether they Wl 
may not fall under the ſame rebuke, when it 
will be too late to retract and change _ __ 1 
nion. | 
A ſolemn Advocate of theirs, what J take 
to be a diſſenter, tells us — his preſent concern is 
with the new Teſtament only. And another 
writer of ſome figure, who, you are to ſuppoſe 
is addreſſing himſelf to a young Clergyman, put 
it into his head, that he © may ręject Argument Bl 
ce brought from the old Teſtament to prove tit 
a Rom. VIII. 29. b A Sequel to the Ea * Tant i 
Trinity, 
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1 CHAP: 1 i 
4 « Trinity, 4s trifling, and proving nothing ping. but 
(„„ % Ignorance of thoſe that make uſe of them.” * 
And I could wiſh that were all : for I had much 
rather be accounted a foo! in therr judgment, 
man find myſelf under a neceſſity of charging 
a 2 them with the horrible guilt, of denying the 
Lord that hath boug ht them. 


XXVI. 


+47 X. 42. — That it is ns, which 
WW is oxDainED of cop to be the judge 


of quick and dead, 


—_— This Paſſage will help us to detect, once for 
all, that common fallacy of our Adverſaries, in 
miſapplying ſuch words as relate only to the Bu- 
Van nature of Chriſt, and erecting arguments 
thereupon to the degrading of his ſupreme Eſ- 
ſence. Chriſt is ordained of God; it is true: and 
che nature that receives power, muſt be infe- 
W707 to the nature that confers it. But is his God- 
bead therefore ordained? They tell you it is; 
and their ſcheme requires it: But the Scripture 
Wy declares the contrary — GOD ( faith St. Paul) 


Letter to a young Clergyman upon the Difficulties and Di/- 
_ ”2g:ments which attend the /udy of the Sri in the way 
of private judgment. 

n D 2 hath 
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hath appointed a day wherein HE will JUDGE: YG 
the world in righteouſneſs by that MAN ( av, Wi 
IN that MAN) whom he hath ORDAINED. Wi 
The ſupreme God that was manfeſt in the fleſh, Wl 
and IN Chriſt reconciling the world to HIM. 
SELF, ſhall remain in the ſame perſonal union "7 | 
with him, till he has judged the world, and ö 
ready to deliver up the kingdom. And though i 
our Judge ſhall even then retain the Character 
of a Man, yet as God, who ordained him, ſhall i 
be preſent with him in the ſame perſon, the at if 
of the laſt judgment is equally aſcribed to both f 
natures. In the text juſt above cited, it is faid i 
— He (God) will ;udge the world; tho' it im- 
mediately follows, that a man, even the mai 
Chriſt, is ordained to this office. And ſo w 
have it again in the Epiſtle to the Romans — ue 
Hall all appear before the jadgment-ſeat of Chriſt. Wl 
For it is ritten, as I hve, ſaith the Lord, every 
knee ſhall bow to ME, and every tongue ſhall m- i 
feſs unto GOD.“ We are to give an account of i 
ourſelves at the judgment-/eat of Chriſt. And 
how does the Apoſtle prove it? Why, becaul 
it is written, that we ſhall give an account of 
ourſelves to the Lord God, who ſwears that l. 
liveth. But unleſs Chrif?, who is a man, be allo 


a Act XVII. 3r. b Rom, XIV. 10, 11. Jai. XLV. 2; I 
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is Buing God and * his proof 1 is not to 
4 e purpoſ. Fo be 75 


I XXVIIL 

4 Aan. x. 40. Him cop raiſed up and 
WM $:wzD Hu openly to us who did 
eat and drink with him after he roſe 
| from the dead. 

n XXI. 1. After theſe things JESUS 
W news HIMSELF again to his diſci- 


ples at the Sea of Tiberias; and on 
this wiſe SHEWED HE HIMSELF, 


The former text takes ſomething from Chriſt, 
nan; in which capacity he was at the diſþo- 
Wc! of the Father. But the latter reſtores it to 
I him again as God; under which character he is 
Wt his ou diſpoſal, and in unity with the Fa- 

. Wher. The ſame is to be faid of the two articles 
'Y That 1 


n III. 16. Gop fo rover the 
= world, that us GAVE his * be- 
gotten Son. 
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Col. III. 13. Forgiving one another — 
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a 


Epbeſ. V. 25. CurisT alſo nova th 


Church, and Gave HiusELr for it, 
XXIX. 


+ Eph. IV. 32. Porgivin ene another 
even as 60D, for for CHRT: TS SAKE, hail 
FORGIVEN 0. 


even as CHRIST FORGAVE You. 
XXX. 
＋. John VI. 38. I came down from her 


ven, NoT to do My OWN WILL, but 
the witli, of Hu that sENT ME. 
atth. VIII. 2. And behold there came 
a Leper and wor ſbiped him, faying 
LORD, if Thou wiLT thou cank 
make me clean. And IESsus fa, 
(Oe) I WILL, be thou clean. 


XXXI. 


** 2 1 * 1 8 * 2 * 
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may be done by the NAME , of THY 
| HOLY CHILD JESUS» , 


4 . ” : > 


WS 1: ſeems here, that g and wonders were not 
| 4 be wrought by J ſus Chriſt, as the author of 
em; but by an higher power of the LORD, 
Wt into action by the name, Merits, or Inter- 
mon of the Holy Child Feſus. Vet St. Peter 
Wakes this ſame Je eſus, though in heaven, the 

mediate author of the /igns and wonders 
WT: ought by his diſciples upon earth. — “ Eneas 
Lehe) JESUS CHRIST mateth thawbole 
3 3 [75 IX. 34. IE ar; 


Matib. XX. 23. To sir on my right 
hand and on my left, is nNor' mins 
W 70 cvs, but it ſpall be given) to 
v 1 them for whom it is prepared of 1 MY 
W FATHER, 


1 L454 
1114 


| Yet our bleſſed Saviour wu — elſe⸗ 
here, to beſtow this reward in his own right 
Jo him that overcometb will I GRANT 70 SIT 
4 with me in My THRONE.“ Rev. III. 21. This is 
Hfficient to reſcue the text from any heretical uſe 
at may have been made of it. But ſtill there 


8 2 : 1 


remains 
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remains ſome difficulty, which, _— God's help, 
1 ſhall endeavour to clear up. It will appear to 
any perſon, not ignorant of Greet, that the ori- 
ginal in this place. does reſerve to Chriſt that act 
of power and authority, of which the Engl/b 
verſion, by inſerting a few words, ſeems to 
have diveſted him. The Greek is this — 2 t 
£1409 daa — it is not mine to give, N 015 Nroita- 
24, but to them for whom it 1s Prepared —< niſi 
＋ quibus paratum eſt.” For in the 11th verſe 
of the foregoing Chapter „there is an ex- 
preſſion exactly paralel — aA ous ech fove 
they to whom it is given; or as Beza hath it — 
ce ſed ii quibus datum.” Now there can be no 
grammatical reaſon, why we ſhould not take — 
N os nroupagzy— in the ſame manner; and 
then the text will rm what it now ſeems to 
deny. For to ſay, that Chriſt cannot give any 
particular reward, ſave to them for aubom it is 
prepared of bis Father, is the ſame as to ſay, that 
to ſuch he can and will give it ; according to the 
common maxim — gre probat _ in 
non- exceptis. 

The Scope of the Text a ee is to thaw, 
that nothing can be granted even by Almighty 
power itſelf, where there is not a ſuitable. merit 
Or diſpoſition i in the perſons who claim it. God 
< ſhall give this honourable place to thoſe, for 

ce wh om 
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« whom it is prepared by an invariable rule of 
« juſtice: whoſe vi HJory of Faith being fore- 
« known. and accepted, a ſeat is allotted them 
« according to it.” And the two paſlages being 
laid together, ſupply us with this principle. As 
if our Saviour, who is the Speaker 1 in both places, 
had faid—*< Tho' it be not mine to give; yet, to 
ce him that overcometh, will I (even I myſelf) grant 
«to fit with me in my Throne ; becauſe for him 
te this ſeat is prepared.” It is not owing to a defect 
of power in the Trinity, or in any perſon of it, 
that the divine purpoſe cannot be changed; but 


becauſe it is impoſſible for the Power of God to 


break in upon the order of his diſtributive juſ- 
tice. And it is upon this account only, that we 
read of Chrift, Mark VI. 5. He COULD 
ce there do NO mighty work.” For the power of 
doing a miracle was always preſent with him; 
but the place being improper becauſe of their un- 
belief, made the thing impoſſible. In the ſame 
manner, that declaration of the Lord in Gen. 

XVII. 22. is to be accounted for — Haſte thee, 
eſcape thither, for I CANNOT do any thing, 
till thou be come thither, No man would hence 
conclude, that the hand of God is ſtraitned, or 
his power limited ; but only that he does, and 
by his own nature mu, act agreable 1 to the diſ- 


2 
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+ 1 Cor. VIII. 6. T o us there is but o on: i 
GOD, THE FATHER. '2 


If we compare with this, that expreſſion d 
St. Thomas, — Johm XX. 28, — MY LORD, 
and MY GOD, we have the following * 
ment; 

To vs there is but ont 60D, the FATHER, 

But, To us JESUs CHRIST is Go: therefore, 
The Goſpel has either preached 27¹t Gods to u., 
one d;/tinft from the other: or, that one God the Wl 
Father is here the name of a nature, under | X 
which Chriſt himſelf, as God, is alſo compre- 'S 
hended. And the ſame may be proved of it in Wi 
ſeveral other places. 


XXXIV. 


Matth. XXIII. 9. Call no man your 
Father upon earth, for ons is YOUR 
FATHER WHICH is in heaven. 


Bid. v. 10. Neither be ye called i 


ters, for oNE is YOUR MASTER, even 
CHRIST 


Y 6 HAF. 1. 35 
cr; Yon III. r3: rb is in 


heaven. 


2 Clarke has a particular Section, wherein 
he pretends to have ſet down 7he Paſſages that 
1 5 the higheſt Titles, Perfeclions, and Pow- 
| ers, to the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity. Yet 
BY he has wholly omitted the latter of theſe verſes ; 
3 though by a rule of his own making, it allows 
0 0% an higher title than any other in the 
Wwhole Scripture. It is this fame Author, who 
bas laid fo great a ſtreſs upon the word eis, one, 
vbich he has inſiſted upon it can ſignifie nothing 
3 elſe, but one Perſon ; and the criticiſm 1s thought 
co be of ſuch uſe and importance to his Scheme, 
that his book begins with it; and in the courſe 
of his work it is repeated three times, nearly in 
the fame words. But the Paſſage now before 
us, if he had produced it, would have turned 
bis own weapon againſt himſelf. For the word, 
a, is here an attribute of Chrift; and if we ar- 

gue from it in this place, as he has done in the 
other, it muſt prove, that one per for only 1 is our 
Maſter, and that this perſon is Chrift : which 
excludes the Perſons of the Father and the Spi- 
rit from the honour of that title; and fo redu- 


a Chap. II. 6. 3. 8 
2 2 | ces 


ces that learned author's reaſoning to a manifeſt 


abſurdity. 

We are to conclude then, that as the Phraſe 
one Maſter, cannot be meant to exclude the Fa- 
ther ; ſo neither does that other — one is gud 
(ſuppoſing that were the ſenſe of the Greek) or, 
one is your Father, exclude the perſon of Chrif. 
And if the reaſon of the thing teaches us that it 
cannot, ſo the Scripture aſſures us in fact that it 
does not : the title of Father, being alſo aſcribed 
to the ſecond perſon of the Trinity. For Chrif, 
the Aha and Omega, ſays of himſelf — He that 
overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be 
HIS GOD, and he ſball be MY SON.“ [/aiab 
calls him — The Everlaſting FATHER. * And 
again it is written — They are the CHILDREN 
of GOD, being the children of the RESURREC- 
TION : But, fays Chriſt, — I am the RE- 
SURRECTION : © therefore he is God, and 
hath us for his Children. If this be the caſe, the |} 
word Father cannot always be a name that diſ- 
| tinguiſhes God from another perſon of God; but 

is often to be underſtood as a term of relation 
between God and Man: or as a modern Divine 
of our Church has well expreſſed it A word 
e not intended for God the Father only, the Fir} 


a Rev. XXI. 7. v IX. 6. © Lads NK. 3. 


per ſen 


d John XI. 25. 
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« per ſon of the Trinity; but as it is referred un- 
«to the Creature, made and conſerved by God; 
«in which ſenſe it appertains to the avbole Tri- 
« nity.” | 


XXXV. 


T. John XIV. 28. My FATHER is GREAT 
ER than TI. 


The two preceeding Articles will ſufficiently 
juſtify what the Church has aſſerted with a 
view to this paſſage — That Cbriſt is inferior 
« 70 the Father as touching his Manhood.” And 
the ſtream of the whole Scripture is againſt that 
uſe the Arians generally make of it; who ſtand 
in need to be reminded at every turn, that in the 
perſon of Chriſt, there is an human ſoul and bo- 
dy, the nature of a man ; which as it cannot lay 
claim to what is ſpoken of Chriſt in unity with 
the Father, fo it muſt receive to it's own ac- 
count whatever ſeems to degrade and disjoin him 
rom the Father. It is indeed hard to ſay which 
of the two hereſies is the moſt unreaſonable and 
unſcriptural ; that of the Socinians, which never 
conſiders Chriſt as any thing but a mere man; or 
that of the Arians, who never look upon him 
as any thing but a ſuppoſititious God. Between 
theſe two groſs errors, lies the true Catholic 
Faith, 
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Faith; which as it allows him to be pers 
God and perfect man, is never offended, or pu 
to its ſhifts, by any thing the O_o may 

have ſaid about him in either capacity. 3 


＋ 1 Cor. XI. > The RAD of Cir, ft 


GOD. 


The name Chriſi does here ſtand, as in other Wil 
places out of number, for the man Chriſt ; other. W 
wiſe it muſt follow, that as Chriſt is God, God 
is the head of him/elf; which is a contradiction: 
or that one God is the head of another God; 
which alſo is a contradiction. 

This Text is capable of a good illuftration 
from Ger. III. 15. where we read, that the ben 
of the promiſed ſeed ſhould be bruiſed: by 
which, the church has always underſtood the 
ſufferings of his human nature, metaphorically 
repreſented by the inferior part in man. 80 in 
this place, his Divinity or ſuperior nature is 1 
aptly ſignified by the head or ſuperior _— of the 


human body, 
XXXVII 


+Mark XIII. 32. But of that day. and 


hour knoweth no man, no not the 
Angel 


CHAP. I. 39 
Angels which are in heaven, neither 


THE SON, but THE FATHER, ya 


i 


Tt is declared of Chrift in another du that 


| 4 he increaſed in wiſdom: * why ſhould it be incre- 
able then, that during the whole term of his 


humiliation in the fleſh, ſomething ſhould ſtill 


bc left, which as man upon earth he did not 
know ? If you ſuppoſe him to be ignorant of 
L his matter as God, how is it that St. Peter con- 
WW ces him to be omniſcient, without receiving 


: any rebuke for it, or being reminded of any par- 


(colar exception? — LORD, bon Ay ALL 


rms.“ 
1 XXXVIII. 


ohn I. 18. No man hath sEEN GoD 
nat any time. 

Did. XIV. 8, 9. Philip Gith unto kim, 
Lord yew us THE FATHER | — haſt 
thou not sEEN ME, Philip? he that 
hath ſeen Ms hath ſeen THE PA- 


THER, 


I Theſe words (ſays Dr. Clarke) do not ſigni- 
8 © fy, that he who hath ſeen the Perſon of Chriſt 
| a Luke IT, 52. b John XXI. 17. 

: ce hath 
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e hath ſeen the perſon of the Father.” No ure. 
ly : but that he who hath ſeen all that was vig. 7 
ble of Chriſt, hath ſeen the perſon, to whom 

was joined that inviſible and divine Nature, 
which the Scripture has called by the Name of 
the Father. And to ſhew that Chriſt (though he 
was God manifeſt in the Heſh *) is yet no other 
than that ſame invi/ible God, whom no man 
hath or can ſee and live, we are told, that alen 
ce be ſhall appear (glorified, not with any ſecor- 
« dary divinity, but with the FATHER's 
« OWNSELF, ) we ſhall be like him (faſhioned 
« like unto his own glorious body, and conformed 
ce 70 his Image) for we ſhall SEE him AS HE 
«IS; which no man ever yet hath done. 


XXXIX. 
＋ 1 Cor. XV. 27. But when he faith all 


things are put under him, it is ma- 
nifeſt that HE 18s EXCEPTED (c Ty 
b νν? which did put all things 
under him. And when all things 
ſhall be suBDUED (_} UNTO 
HIM — 


| a 177m. III. 16. b John XVII. 5. c Phil. III. 2b. 
d Rom. 8. 29. * 
Phil. 


| | Phil. III. 20, 21. We look for THE. 8A 


vioux, the Lord JESUS | CHRIST — 


who — is ABLE even to SUBDUE, ALL 

THINGS (vnomZa as mans) to IN 

SELF, (1h v9 

It is manifeſt, therefore, that the exception in 
the former text, is not meant to ſet one Perſon 
of God above another perſon of God; but only to 
diſtinguiſh the Power of the Divine Nature from 
that of the human in its greateſt exaltation. As 
Chriſt is man, all things are ſubdued unto him by 
ANOTHER: as Chrift. is God, he himſelf is that 
other, and able to ſubdue all things to HIMSELF. 
And this will be ſufficient to confirm the Rea- 
der in what I have already obſerved, that the 
cauſe of Arianiſim borrows its chief ſupport from 
the humiliation of Chriſt in the fleſh. Search the 
very beſt of their arguments to the bottom, by 
a diligent comparing of the Scripture with 7tſelf, 
and they all amount to this great abſurdity — 
Man is inferior to God; therefore God is inferior 
to himſelf: and this hey prove, by imputing to 
Chriſts Jy what is faid only of his humani- 
ſy. 

I have: now preſented to the Readers conſide- 
ration the moſt noted Texts, which, under the 


manage- 


En 


management of Arian or Socinian Expoſitor, 


may ſeem to have favoured their Doctrine. 1 


Many, I hope, will be of opinion, that the 
Catholic cauſe is rather beholden to them, par- 
ticularly in this laſt inſtance, for the oppoſition Wl 
they have made againſt it; inaſmuch as the ob. Wi 
jections they have drawn from the holy Scrip- "2 
ture have directed us to ſome very clear proof, 
which might otherways have eſcaped our notice, 
If there be any other Texts more for their pur- 


| poſe than what I have here ſet down, they have 


my free conſent to produce and enlarge upon 
them as much as they pleaſe. In the mean time 
I ſhall proceed to, give the Reader ſome farther 
ſatisfaction, and endeavour to convince him, 
with the Blefling of God, that while Hereſy is 
obliged to glean up a few ſcattered Paſſages, 
hard to be underſtood, and for that reaſon, 
eaſy to be wreſted by men of perverſe Inclin- 
tions; the Faith of the Church has the ſuffrage 
of the whole Bible, ſpeaking in ſuch words, 2 

need not to be refined upon by any metaphyſ- 
cal Expoſitions, but only applied and conſidered. 


XL. 


Jude 4. Denying the onLy LOB 
60D, and ouR LORD JESUS CHRIST 


— n Auοοο Saporic 970 304 ON * leo 


Xeſady. 


= As there is no Article before Kup, the firſt 
and ſecond comma are both meant of the ſame 
perſon; and the plain ſenſe, when freed from 


' 4 the ambiguity of the Engliſh verſion, is this — 


W Denying the only Lord God and our Lord, Jeſus 
= Chriſt. 
If this ſhould be denyed (and the text tells 
us there are ſome who will deny any thing) it is 
capable of Demonſtration. The words include 
W this Propoſition — there is, o H. AEX Ho- 
= THz, one only ſupreme Governour : * Now 
if this term be applied to Chriſ, it muſt 
follow that HE is that one ſupreme Governour, 
in the Unity of the Father. But it is applied 
to him in the paralel place of 2 Pet. II. 1, 
Denying ( AEENOTHN) the Lord that hath 
bought them — Toy azmpacnum ares. And if it 
ſhould be doubted, whether this latter text be 
meant of Chriſt, it is demonſtrated by another 
| — THOU waft ſlain, and haſt BOUGHT us 
| (aces) unto God by thy Blood.” If this chain 
of reaſoning be inverted, the force of it will be 


1 So Dr. Clarke has conſtrued it. C. 1. $.3.411. b Rev. 
9. | 


F 2 clear 


44 D 
clear and undeniable. 1. Chrift hath bought u 
2. He that hath bought us, is AEENOTHS fh 


Lord, or ſupreme Governour. But 3dly, there I, 


o pores AEENOTHE, one only ſupreme Governaur, 
Therefore, Chriſt is he. 


XLI. 

Jude 24, 25. Unto rim that is able — 
to PRESENT you faultleſs before the 
PRESENCE of HIS GLORY — to the 
ONLY WISE GOD our SAVIOUR. 
Eph.V. 27. That us (Chrift) might 
PRESENT it to HIMSELF a glorious 


Church, &c. 


It is the only wiſe God, who is able to preſent 
us before the preſence of his Glory: But Chrijt is 
to preſent us, as members of the Church in gb- 
ry, to himſelf : therefore, he is the only iſe God, 
to whom alſo appertains the preſence of Glory; 
for that is no other than his own preſence, hin- 
fa Ons = 

This is another expreſs Inſtance, that pa 
F425, the only God, is not God in one perſon, but 
the Unity of the Trinity. For if you confine this 


phraſe, with the Arians, to the /ingle Perſon of 
the 


© HARP 10 45 
Je Father, then of courſe you exclude the per- 
27 of Chriſt - and then, it is manifeſt, you con- 
adict the Scripture. For though it be affirmed 
in this place, that the only worſe God is to preſent 
us before his own preſence, yet the ſame is elſe- 

Vere expreſſed by Chriſt preſenting us to himſelf. 

; Which is no way to be accounted for, unleſs 

2 you believe CHriſt to be a partaker in the Being, 

a 1 attributes, and offices of the one, undivided, on- 

ue God, our Saviour. Then there is no far- 

tber difficulty. 

1 XLII. 

275 III. 2, 3. — The Diſpenſation of 
the Grace of 60D, which is given me 
to you-ward : How that By rEvE- 
LATION HE (God) made known un- 
to me the myſtery. 

Gal. I. 12. I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but By TEHE 


REVELATION of JESUS CHRIST. 
XLIII. 


1 Kings VIII. 39. Trxov, even THou 
ONLY KNOWEST the HEARTS of all 


the children of men. 


This, 


4 CHAP. I. \ 
This, it ſeems, is the prirllege of God ob \ | 
but this God is Chriſt; for ſays he, .= 
Rev. II. 23. All the Churches (dF 
know that I am HE which ſearchi 
the reins and HEARTS. . 
Indeed this latter verſe ſpeaks plain enouk I 4 
for itſelf without being compared with the fu 
mer. It implies, that there is ane only u 
ſearcheth the hearts of men, and that Chrift is |, WW 
And the Greek will very well bear it; as h- 
learned reader will eaſily perceive. It is thus= WF 
%% eu o eg — There is o e, one tht 
ſearcheth; but — e «ui — Tam He. 
XLIV. 


2 Pet. I. 4. — Exceeding great and pr ; 
cious promiſes, that by theſe you 3 
| might be ( Fea O,. opοοννe PART I 8 

X xkRS of the DIVINE NATURE. : 

Heb. III. 14. For we are made (we i 
TY Xecrs) PARTAKERS of CHRIST, 1 
we hold the beginning of our conir 
N (in the precious promiſes d ; 


od) ſteadfaſt unto the end. 


=, 1 
7 * 
AA 
1 
x 
A 
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* 
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What St. Peter propoſes, as the end of our 
pc in the promiſes, is to be partakers of the di- 
SS. Nature: but this,yaccording to St. Paul, is 
be ters of Cbriſi: therefore Chriſt is in 
7 che Divine Nature; the ſame Almghty 
7d and Lord, who declared to Abraham — I 
4 Sbield, and ty EXCEEDING GREAT 
REWARD.” So that theſe texts being com- 
F 4 Jared together 5 are deciſive for the c Catholic 
rouſian Doctrine, at which the Arians, from 
oe Council.of Nice to this very day, have been 
ꝙgreivouſly offended. And it has not been 
ö 1 without reaſon. For if the word Conſubſtantial 

I de applicable to the Perſon of Chriſt, it makes 
ort work with their Hereſy. To this end, it 
was fixed upon and agreed to by the Biſhops of 
4 the whole Chriſtian World, as the moſt pro- 


a Gen. XVII. I. bi: 


iI ay, of the whole Chriſtian World: though a late Author 
alls this Oecumenical Council, ſummon'd for the condemnation 
: of Arias, * a famous conteſt ;** as if one half of the world had 
4 been divided againſt the other. And he ſays it was * determined 
by a majority of near twenty to one; whereas, in truth, there 
were but foe out of three hundred and eighteen, who denied the 
4 Catholic Faith. I mention this to ſhew how ſome things may be 
ereſented by ſome ſort of people, who if they are not ignorant, 
We pull think it their Iutereſt to impoſe upon you. What would you 

think of a man, who having been preſent at an Axe, ſhould 
: bring a report of it home to his family, and tell them he had 
een at a famous Conteſt, where there was a majority of near ten 


Jury. 


48 CHAMP. Is 
per Bar and Badge of diſtinQion between te 
Arians and — — But they object, ta 
the term is not ſcriptural; nay, there are ſome, 
of no ordinary figure amongſt them, who hae 

not ſtuck to call it an invention of Popery;' 
though it is well known, that at the time this WM 
word was adopted by the Church, there was w 
ſuch thing as Popery in the world. But the am Wl 
is found to be of great uſe in amuſing weak peo- MW 
ple, who have no ready ſtock of learning to con- 
tradict them, and, in ſome caſes I fear, no good | 
deſire of being better informed, Who can think 
it a notable proof of their zeal as Proteſtants, that 
they take a pleaſure in ſeeing their poor Mo- 
ther, the Epiſcopal church of England, the ho- 
nour of the Reformation, and the dread of P- 
pery, painted and dreſſed up for a Tezebel by 
men of her own houſhold ; who have ſhipwreck 
their Conſciences by ſubſcribing Articles they 
never believed, and are growing fat upon the 
proviſion allotted by the Providence of God, 
only to ſupport the Church in her Journey 
through this world to the kingdom of heaven. 
A ſight that would raiſe the Indignation of 2 


Jury-men, ſix witneſſes, and a Judge, againſt the criminal? See 
Ded. to an Eſſay on Spirit, p. q, 10. 
a Eſſay on Spirit, p. 151. 


Mablu- 


S HP; r A 49 
NMalunetan and almoſt move a Papi himſelf 

pity and pray for us 
y "But I would hope there are Gs Gi among 
N che favourers of Arianiſin, who are not gone 
WT quite fo far out of the way, and would be a- 
HE ſhamed of ſuch low and baſe Artifices, as can 
; only ſerve to expoſe and diſcredit their cauſe 
vith any man of common learning and honeſty, 
To theſe I addreſs myſelf: and now the Scrip- 
are is before us, let me aſk them a plain gueſ+ 
W tion or two. Is not the word Effence or Sub- 
flance of the ſame ſignification with the word 
nature? and have not the Fathers of the Church 
thus expounded it? and is not this phraſe — of 
the ſame nature — as concluſive for the: Divinity 
of Chriſ, as that other — of gbe ſame Subſtance ? 
Why then ſhould that expreſſion of the Nicene 
Creed be thought ſo offenſive, when there is 
another in the Scripture ſo near of kin to it, that 
the Arians muſt be ſenſible they could gain no- 
thing by the Exchange? for the divine Nature, 

we all agree, can be but one ; three divine na- 


tures of courſe making three different. Gods. But 
the Scripture, compared as above, has aſſerted 
Chrift to be of this divine Nature. And if peo- 
ple were once perſuaded of that, all farther diſ- 
putes about the word Canſubſtantial would be at 
an end. But peace and unity for C Chrift's ſake, 
G 18 
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is a bleſſing of which God has deprived MI 

Church for the puniſhment of it's ſins: and u 
we do not ſeem to be in any poſture of repent 7 f 
ance, it is to be feared he will never reſtore ! i 
to us again in this world; but ſuffer us to go Wi 
from bad to worſe, till the meaſure is filled ly, 


XLV. 


It is a rule, laid down by St. Paul, tht W 
GOD fwears by HIMSELF, for this re Wi 
ſon, becauſe he can ſwear by NO GREATER. YI 
Feb. VI. 13. 

But, Chriſt has ſworn by himſelf : 


Lai. XLV. 23. I have ſworn by ur- 
SELF, — that unto me every knee þ 


ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear, 


Which words being compared with Ren. iſ 
XIV. 10, 11. are proved to be the words of 
Chriſt — We fhall all fland before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt: For it is written, as T live ſaitt 
the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 
tongue ſhall confeſs unto God. 

Chriſt, therefore has ſworn by HIMSELF: 
ſo that if the Apoſtle's rule be l he muſt 

for this reaſon be GOD, and there can be N0 
GREATER. 
XII 
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XLVI. 


| Br IV. 8. When nz (Chriſt) aſcend- 
cd up on high, uz led captivity cap- 


tive, and gave gifts unto men. 


pet the Scripture here referred to, expreſſly 
8 affirms the perſon who aſcended, &c. to be the 


l | Lord God. 


| Pal LXVIII. 1), 18. The chariots of 
Gop are twenty thouſand, even 
thouſands of Angels: the LorD is 
among them, as in Sinai, in the 
holy Place. Thou haſt aſcended on 
high, THou haſt led captivity cap- 
zrve, &c. 
XLVII. 


Heb. IX. 20. This is the Blood of the 
TESTAMENT Which Gop hath en- 
joined you. 

Lid. v. 16. Where a TESTAMENT is, 
there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the 


DEATH of the TEsTATOR, 
G 2 v> God 


62 C HA P. I. 


God is a Teſtator : but, argues the 4 . 
every Teſtator muſt die, before the laſt Will a 4 
Teſtament enjoined by him, can be f f 
Therefore, if you keep cloſe to the terms, th 5 
natural concluſion is, that GOD, being a 1. 7 
tator, ſhould die, to make way for the c. 
tion of his Teſtament, But it being impoſlibþ N : 
that the divine nature of God ſhould be capabl: i 
of Death; it follows, that the perſon who un 
capable of Death, and did die as a man, was al | 
ſo God the Teflator. And it is to expreſs i 
ſtrict and perfect union of the 7900 natures in the ; 
fingle perſon of Chri N, that what is true only of b 
one, is predicated of both. Of this, two mor 
examples ſhall be added in the articles that | in- 
mediately follow. 


IF 
5 


XLVIIE ©: ; 
Rev. V. 9. Tnou waſt ſlain, and halt i 


redeemed us to 60D by THY BLooD, 


A Diſtinction is here obſerved between the 
two natures of Chriſt: and the act of redeem 
us by the ſhedding of his blood is aſcribed to tie 
Lamb, the Meſſiab's Humanity. But in anothe 
place it is imputed to his Divinity — Gem Feed 1 


Church of GOD, which be hath purchajed — 
fl 


C HAP. I. 33 


HIS OWN BLOOD : * not that God, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, has any blood of his own to ſhed; but 
that he who ſhed his blood for us as man, was 
God as well as man: or in other words, that 
God and man were united in the fame perſon ; 
ſomething being predicated of God, which 
cannot poſſibly be true without ſuch an union. 
So again — hat: 25 
Zech. XII. 4. — In that day faith THE 

LORD — V. IO. — they {hall look ON 


ME whom they have PIERCED. 


| this Scripture ſaith, 8 85 175 
: | JobnXIX. 37. They ſhall look on HI 
3 Chriſi) whom they have PEIR CRD. 


But, according to the Evangeliſt St. John, 


As it ſtands in the Prophet, the Lord ( Jebo- 


\ ) was to be peirced. So that unleſs the man 
8 Chriſt, who hung upon the Croſs, was alſo the 


Lord Jebovab, the Evangeliſt is found to be a 
falſe witneſs, in applying to him a prophecy 
that could not poſſibly be fulfilled in him. 


a 4% XX, 28, 


54 


Phil. I. 10. That ye may be ſincere and 
3. without offence, till the DAY of 
CHRIST. 


2 Pet. III. 12. Lodi for and haſting 
to the coming of the pay of GOD, 


LI. 
Jai. XL. to. Behold, the LOD Gon 


will come — HIS REWARD IS WITH 
„ * 
Rev. XXII. 12. Behold, I / Jeſus cout 
quickly, and My REWARD IS WIr 
ME. 


Amen: even ſo come LORD JESUS. 


CHAP. 
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CC EAP. BH. 
The Divinirty of the HoLr 
Gnosr. 


I. 


; Jobn III. 6. To enn EK TY AA 

N That which is BoRN os the 
SPIRIT. 

I John V. 4. To ayemmpey EK TY Oy — 
whatſoever is BORN OF GOD. | 


The ſame individual act of divine Grace, vig. 
that of our ſpiritual birth, is aſcribed, without 
the change of a ſingle Letter, to God, and to 
the Spirit. Some capacity then there muſt be, 
wherein the Scripture makes no diſtinction be- 
tween God and the Spirit: — and this is what 
the Scripture itſelf calls the divine nature; under 


which God and the Spirit are both ny com- 
prebended. 


n 
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II. 


Att XIII. 2 The HOLY GHOST: fg 
ſeparate uE Barnabas and Saul fo | 
the Work whereunto I HAVE CALLED 
chem. 4010 | 

Zeb. V. 4. No man taketh this hw 
to himſelf, in In 


GOD, 


| The ſhorter way is to 10 this ſame Saul, why 
it was that appointed vim to the work of the mi- 
miſtry? and his anſwer is no other than this — 
Paul CALLED to be an Apoſtle, SEPARA- 
TED unto the Goſpel — By the ee of 
GOD OUR SAVIOUR. * , , 


| III. | i = 
Matth. IX. 38. Prav ye therefore the 
LORD OF THE HARVEST, that HxE will 
8k 10 F 8 RTH Labourers 2 his bar- 


A&5XIIL 4, $0 dw being s: SENT, FORTH 
BY THE HOLY GHOST, 8 


a Rom. Ee and 17 PEN 


210 3 . 
. * : 4 a 
* . >- 


CH AP. T 


In this act of ſending forth Labourers upon 
the work of the Goſpel, the Holy Ghoſt is proved 
co be the Lord of the Harveſt, to whom Chrift' 
himſelf has directed us to PRAY. Wherefore, 
i they are not to be heard, who adviſe us to alter 
te third petition in the Litany; a work, t 
which I am ſure the Holy Ghoſt hath not called 
us, and ſuch as will never be conſented to by a- 
my Labourers of his ſending. : 


IV. 


Tube II. 26. And it was revealed unto 
him (vn*) BY the Holy Hos r, that 
he ſhould not ſee Death, before he 
had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt, 

Ibid. v. 28. And he BLESSED GoD, and 
ſaid, LoRD now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
vant depart in peace, according to 
THY WORD, 


a I ſet down the prepoſition, becauſe it lays the Arian with 
his own weapon. It ſhews the prime agency and authority in this 
affair to have been that of the Holy Ghoft, acting in his own right, 
and not as the miniſter or inſtrument of an higher power; for 
then, according to them, it ſhould have been dx. For my own 
part, I lay no ſtreſs upon it; becauſe I perceive, upon a review 
of che Scripture, that theſe two prepoſitions are often uſed indif- 


criminately. | 
H This 


= conanimþd © 

This word, was the word of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who therefore is intitled to the context, and is 
God and Lord to be bleſſed or praiſed; not under 
any imaginary reſtrictions and limitations, ac- 
cording to a certain degree of Power delegated 
to him; an evaſion you will meet with in ſome 
modern writers, but the Scripture, and common 


reaſon inſtructed by the Scripture, diſclaim and 
abhor it, as an inlet to all ſorts of 1delatry. 


: V. 

Fobr XIV. 17. He (the spixrr of 
Truth) dwelleth with you and {hall 
be IN you. oa 

1 Cor. XIV. 25. Gop is IN YOU of a 


truth. 
VI. 


2 Tim. III. 16. All Scripture is given by 
INSPIRATION of 60D. 


2 Pet. I. 21, Holy men of God ſpake 


as they were MOVED BY _m HOLY 


GHosT. . '/ N A.,. H- he bee, 
VII. 


vu VI. 45. It is written in the Pro- 
phev; 


0 HAN Uu. 
phets, and they: thall be all ae 
of GOD. 3138 ONS) 18 Solar! 21 

1 Cor. II. 25 Not 10 the wank which 
mans "wiſdom teacheth, but 8 


the HOLY. GHOST. TEACHBTH. 


This latter verſe Would prove the Holy Ge 
to be God by itſelf: for 1 cannot find that man, 
in the ſtyle of the Scripture, is ever oppoſed in 
this manner to any being but God only. I will 
ſubjoin a few examples of it. 


John J. 150 — Nor 4 the will of. n but of 
God. 


1 Theff. Iv. I He Sr that ahijet, deſpi- 
ſeth not man, but God. 


Rom. I. 29. Whoſe praiſe is not of men, but £4 
God. 
VIII. 


Adds V. 3. Why hath Satan filled thine 
heart to Lys to the HoLVY GHOST. 
Lid. v. 4. — Thou baſt not LYED unto 
men, but unto o.. 


Dr. Clarke affirms, that the Perſon of the 
* Holy Ghoſt is no where in Scripture expreſſly 
*ſtiled God.” And then adds, by way of au- 

H 2 thority 
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thority — © ſee the Text, Ne. 66.“ And why 
text would you ſuppoſe this to be? why, it i 
no other than that of Ads V. 4. where he Is 
expreſily fliled God. The Doctor refers us to it, 
becauſe he has added a long perplexed Com- 
ment, to help us to wnder/iand it, I ſuppoſe; 
though a child may ſee the force of it without 
any Comment at all. The ſubſtance of all he 
has ſaid may be reduced to this — © Anania 
<«]yed to God, becauſe he lyed to the Apoſtles IM 
ce jn whom God dwelt by his Spirit.“ Thus he 
has tried to evade it; even by producing o 
proof of the Holy Ghoſts Divinity, as an anſwer 
to another. For if the Scripture aſſures us that 

God awelleth in us, and our only argument for 
it, is, becauſe the Spirit dwelleth in us; who can 
the Spirit be, but God himſelf? as it is proved 
in the following Article. But before we pro- 
ceed to it, I — beg the Reader to obſerve 
how he has uſed and repreſented Athanaſiuss o- 
pinion upon this text. Athanaſius himſelf (fays 
e the Doctor *) explains this text in the ſame man- 
te ner: He that lyed (faith he) to the Holy Ghoſt, 
ed 10 GOD, WHO awelleth in men by bi 
« Spirit. For © where the Spirit of God 1s, there 
«7; GOD.” The Difference, then, between 


a Part I]. f. XXXII. b No. 66. c Ons gag” 


Tvobug rs %s, tx4 ty O EOE. 


this 


WET 
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this author and St. Athanaſius, is no more than 
this : the former takes occaſion to deny that the 
aly Ghoſt is GOD, the latter to prove it, and 


5 both from one and the fame text; which, if 


; you believe the Dofor, they have explained in 


e ſame manner ! 


4 
* 0 # 
. 


; 1 John III 21. Beloved ”% our heart 


7 
5 Ie 
7 
. 
19 


condemn us not then have we con- 
fidence toward o k: — 


i. v. 24. And hereby we know that 


HE abideth in us, by THE SPIRIT 
which he hath | given us. 


The Apoſtle's reaſoning 30 this — © The Spirit 


W © abideth in us; and hereby we know that He 


(God) abideth in us. But unleſs the Spirit be a 


perſon in the Unity of God, the concluſion i is ma- 


nifeſtly falſe. 
X. 
1 Cor. III. 16. The TEMPLE of cob is 
holy, which temple are vv. 


i Cor. VI. 19. Know ye not, that vou 


BODIES are the TEMPLE of the HOLY 
GHOST, 


2 
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Marr. IV. 1 1 Aben was Shs al : 
(om) BY THE SPIRITS. to oh ru 
Ep, Kc. 9 i 

Luke XI. 2—4. Our FATHER whit + 

art in heaven — - LEAD us; 2% ul 


Ie 


TEMPTATION. 


It is not my buſineſs in this . to ſhew bs L 
ticularly in what manner and for what end C 
leads us into temptation, That it is no way n- 
conſiſtent with the divine attributes, is. plin 2 
from the caſe now before us: for Ye Jeſus was i 


up into the wilderneſs to meet his adverſary a 
be tempted by him. And it is alſo Plain from 
that petition in the Lords Prayer, that our Fu 
ther which is in heaven would not lead" us i 
temptation : it being needleſs and abſurd to pry i 
that God would not do, what, by the neceffi 

of his nature, it is impoſſible for him to do. l 
this caſe, God is not the tempter: he only-intro- 
duces us to the trial; and always provides if ve 
have the grace and prudence to embrace it, 0 
for cur eſcaping that we may be able to bear it. 

But when Jeſus was tempted, the leading li 


into temptation was the act of the Holy Spin. 
There 
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erefore, as often as we repeat the Lords Pray- 


ye addreſs ourſelves inclufively to the Perſon 


\ ; f the Spirit, under the one name of OUR FA- 


THER : and certainly, he alſo is our Father, of 


=. 

2 
3 
4 
i 
WEE EL 


bom we are begotten and born, even f the 


133 and again, as many as are LED by the 


$ PTT of Goo, they are the SONS of God, 


om. VIII. 14. See Art. I. of this e 


XII. 


Cor. I. 3. Bleſſed be G0, even the 


GOD of ALL COMFORT. 


If all ſpiritual Comfort (ſent from heaven) 


e of Cod, how is it conſiſtent, that the 


* 
| Gen 
of 
* 


FORT OF e HOLY GHOST, * unleſs the 


hurches had reſt walking in the COM- 


WHoly Ghoſt be a perſon in the Unity of God? 


and how can he be ſtyled by way of Eminence, 


THE Comforter, if there be a God diſtin& from 


im, who claims that Title? for then he is not 


be Comforter, but one of the two; and two divine 
Comforters, like tuo Almighties, would make t 


ode; which is not a principle of Chriſtianity, 
Put of heathen Idolatry. And the fame reaſon- 
Ing will hold good as to another of his titles. 


a Ad IX. 3. b O εναν¹αν . Jobn XIV. 26. 
For 
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For the Holy Gögſt is called, by way of Emi. 
nence, THE SPIRIT, * i. e. the true and prin 
cipal, the head and Father of all other Spirit, 
Yet we are told that God is @ Spirit: ſo thi 
unleſs the Spirit be alſo God, we muſt believe in 
tavo ſupreme, diſtinct, and independent Shirin. 
And thus we juſtly argue for the Divinity d 
Cbriſt; that becauſe GOD is LIGHT, and 
Chriſt is THE LIGHT.“ Therefore, he is a 

muſt be God; even the TRUE God, becauſe is iſ 
is the TRUE Lagit. 5 | 


XIII. 


x Cor. II. 11. For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, fave the spr 
of a man which is IN HIM? EVEN $0 
the things of G6op knoweth (es) 


none but the sP1RIT or GD. 


The Spirit of a man knows the things of 
man for this reaſon, becauſe it is in him. For 
the ſame reaſon, the Spirit of God knows the 
things of God, becauſe it is in the Godhead; than 
which nothing farther need be deſired to prote 


a 1 John V. 6. b Jobr IV. 4. e170 1.5 
d John I. 4. 7, 8. and VIII, 2. e Bid. I. 9. 


the 


= WW — % wo Cp 
%. 


a 


G HA 


dhe co-eſſentiality of the Holy Gigl. If you take 


it otherwiſe, there can be no paralel between 
te two caſe; For how ſtrange would it be to 
fay — the human Spirit knows the things of a 
man, becauſe it is in him; EVEN SO, the Di- 


n: Spirit knows the things of God, becauſe it 


is out of him. This text brings the matter to a 
ſhort iſſue. The Church affirms the Spirit to 
be in God, as a perſon of the ſame divine nature : 
the Arians deny it, and will underſtand him to 


WW bc out of Cod; not a perſon of the divine nature, 


but one inferior to, and diſtin&t from it. To 
ſee on which ſide the truth lies, a man needs no 
other qualification but that of faith, to receive 
the Scripture as the infallible word of God; which 
the Arians, in moſt of their writings, have very 
freely confeſſed it to be. If once they come o- 
penly to deny this, they are no longer Arians, 
but infidels of another denomination, with 
whom a different courſe is to be taken. 
XIV. 

1 Cor. II. 11. The THiNGs or cop 

knoweth no man. 519 


a The Scripture uſes the ſame prepoſition to denote the co- - 


(entiality of \'Chriſf — Fobn XIV. 11. Ian (EN tw Ilares) In 


the Father. And 13. 32. Cod ſhall glorify him (EN wwrw) In 
Himſelf. 


I Lid. 
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Lid. v. 14. But the natural man recei- 


veth not the THINGs OF THE 8P1zr 
OF GOD, 3 


Here again, the Scripture makes no diſtinc- 
tion, farther than that of perſonality, between 
God and the Spirit of God; but renders unto Gy 
the things that are God's, by rendering them to 
the Spirit, who is God. 


XV. 


Deut. VI. 16. and Matt. IV. 7. Thou 
ſhalt not TEM the Lord thy con. 
Acis V. 9. How is it that ye have a- 
greed to TEMPT the siIgIr of the 


LORD. 


The Spirit is here ſubſtituted as the object of 
that particular act of diſobedience, of which, 
according to the Law and the Goppel, the only 
object i is the Lord our God: therefore the Spirit 
is the Lord our God. 

Dr. Clarke denies that in any place of Scripture 
ce there is any mention made of any SIN againſ ti 
te Holy Ghoſt but only of « BLASPHEMY.”* He 
that can diſtinguiſh BLASPHEMY from SIN, 


a S. D. p. 2 12. 


muſt 
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Bi mult be an acute reaſoner ; when it is of all fins 


me greatgt. But is it no SIN againſt the Holy 

W Gf, to ye to him, to grieve him, * or to tempt 
him? Why then did the Lord fwear in his wrath 
W againſt thoſe that grieved him, if it were no 
= SIN? and why was that commandment given 
in the Law, thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
8 God? And if the Spirit be tempted, is not the 
W 57irit the object offended by that zemptation? this 
is the very thing that learned man was afraid of. 
He would have proved blaſphemy to be no Sin, 
leſt the Shirit ſhould appear to be the object of 
Sin; for that would have proved him to be God, 
the author and giver of the Law: and that, a- 


Y gain, would have ſpoilt his Scripture Doctrine: 
| fo the ſhort way was, to deny it. 


XVI. 


Gen. VI. 3. And the Loxp ſaid, My $P1- 
RIT ſhall not always ftrive with man. 


The Spirit of the Lord ſtrove with the Inha- 
bitants of the old world, endeavouring to re- 
claim them by grace, and waiting long for their 
repentance. But this is called, 1 Pet. III. 20. 


The long ſuffering of GOD that waited in the 
days of Noah, 


a Epb. IV. zo. 8 
1 2 XVII. 
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Luke XI. 20. If I with the FINGER hy 
Go caft out Devils. 


_ 
- ——— 5 


The paralel place 1 in St. Matthew's Goſp has 
it thus; 


Matth. XII. 28. If I with the SPIRIT ; 
of 60D caft out Devils. 1 
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The finger of God 1s a metaphorical expreſſion 
for the immediate power and agency of God; 
and to ſay, that Devils were caſt out by the fn 

er of God, is the ſame as to ſay, that they were 
caſt out by God himſelf. But it appears from the 
text of St. Matthew, that this particular act of 
the jinger of God, that is, of God himſelf, was 
the act of the SPIRIT; therefore, the Spirit i 
O a If, 
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XVIII. 
Exzech. VII. 18 1 ® Hand. ob the 


| LORD 60D fell there upon me — and 
Mx (the Lord God) put | forth the form 


of an hand and zook aue by a lock of 
mine 


32 — m od. 25 = 
— - — — . 
ACEC IEA Sas — — — Av - 
$5, — ee. > wn - - - — 
— — — — - 


— 
— — 


—— — — — © 1 tg — — 5 
—_—_—_—_ * — - gra Inc — 
— — — - = - 
— — 
* 4 * — . 2. — — . — 
_—— — — * 


CHAP. Il. 69 
mine head, and the s spixIT /þ lift me 
up, &c. | 


In this text, the name of the Lord God, and 


the name of the Spirit, do both belong to the 
W Game perſon. For though it be ſaid that the Spi- 
nit liſted up the prophet, yet was it no other 
W than the Lord God who put forth the form of an 
band and took him : therefore the SPIRIT 18 


e LORD GOD. 


N XIX. 
Ass IV. 24, 25. — They lift up their 


voice to God with one accord, and 
ſaid, LoRD, h art 60D, which haſt 
made heaven and earth, and the ſea, 
and all that therein is. WHO by the 


mouth of thy ſervant David baſt 
ſaid, &c. 


The terms LORD and GOD are here uſed 


to expreſs the Divinity of him, who ſpake by the 


82 
* LE 


Wy 17h of his ſervant David. But it was the Per- 
| fon of the HOLY GHOST, who Habe by the 


mouth of his fervant David — for, ſaith'St. Peter 
— 755 Scripture muſt needs have been fulfilled, 
which 


% HA F. 


which. the HOLY GHOST by the mouth of 
DAVID ſpake, &c. Therefore, the terms 
LORD and GOD are certainly uſed to expreſ 
the Divinity of the HOLY GHOST. 
0 akin; 
It was the LORD GOD of Mael, who 
SPAKE by the mouth of his holy Prophets, 
fince the world began. Luke I. 68. 70. 

But then, it is written — well SPAKE the 
HOLY GHOST by Eſaias the prophet, * &c. 


Therefore, the Holy Ghoft is the LORD GOD 
of Iſrael. TM : 


XX. 
P/al. CXXXIX. 7. Whither ſhall I go 


from THY $P1RIT? or whither ſhall | 
I go from thy Preſence ? If J aſcend 
up into heaven, THov art there. 


The Pfalmiſt to acknowlege the omnipre- 
ſence of the Holy Ghoft, ſays — Whither fall! 
go from thy Spirit? and by what is immediately | 
ſubjoined, he ſhews this to be the omnipreſence 
of God himſelf — If I aſcend up into heaven, | 
THOIW art there. So that the terms Thou, and 
thy Spirit, are equivalent; i. e. equally conclu- | 


a Ads 28, 25. | 
five 
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fre for the immediate —y of the divine na- 


ture * 


XXI. 


It was ſaid by the Angel — Lule I. 32, — 
He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the SON of 
te HIGHEST. But the reaſon given upon this 
occaſion WHY Chriſt was called the SON OF 
GOD, is this, and this only, viz. becauſe he 
was begotten by the Holy Ghoſt — « The. Holy 
« Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the Power 
«of the HIGHEST ſhall overſhadow thee : 
« THEREFORE alſo that holy thing which 
«ſhall be born of thee ſhall be called the Son 
« of GOD.” v. 35. 

When Teſus is called the Son of God, we un- 
derſtand the ſupreme and true God, beſides whom 
there is no other. The Devils themſelves al- 
lowed it, and ſaid —** Feſus, thou Son of God 
MOST HIGH!“ But, the Perſon in God, 
whoſe Son Jeſus is ſaid to be in this place, is the 
Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe Power ( called the Power 
of the higheſt ) he was begotten of the bleſſed vir- 
ein, and thence called the Son of God. 


Therefore, the oy Ghgf is One; and the 
Higbeſt. | 


A Luke 8. 28. 
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XXII. 


The Prophet 7a:ah, in his 6th Chapter, tell 
us he ſaw the LORD OF HOSTS. And x 
v. 8. that he heard the voice of the LORD, 
SAYING — Go and tell this people, Bear” 75 2 
deed but underſtand not, &c. 
| Yet theſe very words, which the ious de- 
clares to have been ſpoken by the Lord, even the 
Lord of Hoſts, were ſpoken by the Holy Ghoft— | 
Well SPAKE THE HOLY' GHOST, by E- 
faias the prophet, unto our Fathers, ſaying, Gs 
unto this People and ſay, Baring ye Ju oy 
and ſhall not underſtand, * &c. 


Therefore, the HOLY GHOST is the | 
LORD OF HOSTS. 


The article of the Holy Ghoſts fupreme and 
abſolute Divinity being now eſtabliſhed in the 
plaineſt terms ; I ſhall proceed to anſwer, from 


the Scripture, the objections _— made a- 
gainſt it from thence. 


XxII 
+Matth. XIX. 17. There is none 0005 


but ons, that is 60D, 


a Ads XXVIII. 26, 27. i 


If 


If this be a good objection to the Divinity of 


Chriſt, it muſt be equally ſtrong againſt that of 
the Holy Ghoft , for it is argued from this paſ- 


fage, that the attribute of goodneſs is confined to 
the ſingle perſon of God the Father; who there- 
fore is a Being ſuperior to, and different from 
Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt. The Error of this ar- 
gument has been fully ſhewn above: for it is 
not one perſon, but one God, whom the Scripture 
has aſſerted to be good; and I have now an op- 
portunity of confirming it, and of proving with- 
al, that in the unity of this one God, beſides 
whom no other is good, the perſon of the Holy 
Ghoſt is, and muſt be, included. For it is 
written — Thy SPIRIT 7s GOOD * ſo that if 
the ſame inſpired Scripture which declares the 


_ perſon of the Spirit to be good, does alſo as 


plainly declare that none is good, but God on- 
ly; then the Spirit is God, even the only true and 
ſupreme God; and we are as well aſſured of it, 
as if it had been ſaid, © there is none Good but 
* one, that is % Spirit, who is one with God.” 
The Hebrew in this place is yet ſtronger than the 


Engliſh, It is not 2% good, but naw Goodneſs. 
ijelf, that is, divine eſſential uncommunicated. 


goodneſs, beſides which there neither is nor can 
be any other of the like kind. There is one 
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ſort of goodneſs communicated to men upon 
earth; as we read, P/al, 1 12. 5. the good man 
ſheweth favour, &c. and Acts XI. 24. that Bar- 
nabas was a good man, and full of | faith, &c. 
There is another ſort of goodneſs to be found 
only in heaven, and that is the goodneſs of God, 
which is eſſential; but this goodneſs is alſo an 
attribute of the Spirit; who therefore is proved 
to be very God; and by that argument too, for 
the ſake of which, ſome have denied him to be 
God. 


Matth. III. 16. The Spirit or God. 


The Spirit, ſay they, is not God, becauſe he 
is only the Spirit of God. But ſo likewiſe the 
human Spirit, whence the Apoſtle has taught us 
to borrow an Idea of the Divine, is the Spirit 
OF a man; yet, was it ever pretended, that the 
Spirit, for this reaſon, is ne Being, and the mar 
another ? No, certainly : and the ſame mult be 
true of God, and the Spirit of God; as far as 
the Being of the ſame man, who is one perſon, 
can be an image of the ſame God, who is three 
perſons. But there is the plaineſt teſtimony of 
Scripture, that the Spirit, though ſaid to be the | 
. Spirit OF Jebovab, is alſo called by the exprels 
name of Fehovah himſelf, For it is written, 


Fudg: 
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Judg. XV. 14. that the Spirit OF Jebovab 
CAME upon Sampſon. Vet at Chap. XVI. 20. 
it is ſad, that Jehovah himſelf DEPARTED 


from bim. Till it can be ſhewn, then, that the 


perſon who came upon him was one, and the 
perſon who departed from him was another; it is 
undeniable, that the Spirit, though ſaid to be 
OF Febovab, is ſtrictly and property Jo 
bunſelf. 

XXV, 


+Hezb. II. 4. Gop alſo bearing them 
witneſs with — gifzs of the Holy 


Ghoſt according to his OWN WILL, 


Hence it is objected, that the Holy Ghoſt is 
ſubſervient and ſubordinate to the WILL of an- 
ther; therefore he cannot be the ſupreme and 
true God. But if this own 1, of God ſhould 
prove to be no other than the of the Spirit, 


this imaginary objection of the Arians, which if 


it be an error muſt alſo be a blaſphemy, will turn 
to a demonſtration againſt them. And that the 
will of God really is the will of the Spirit, is 
manifeſt from 1 Cor. XII. 11. All theſe worketh 
that one and the ſelf ſame SPIRIT, dividing to e- 


very man ſeverally as H E (even be — ) 
WILLETH. 


K 2 XXVI 


XXVI. 
+ Rom. VIII. 26. The Spirit tel 


 maketh interceſſion tor us. 


The Spirit is not God, becauſe he maketh in- 
tercęſſion with God; and God, as it is imagined, 
cannot intercede with himſelf. But it is a matter 
of fact, that he has actually done this; therefore 
it is wicked and falſe to ſay that he cannot. For 
God reconciled the world TO HIMSELF, and 
it was done by Interceſſion. 

The other Objections I meet with, are all of | 
this ſtamp : as that the Spirit is ſaid to be given, 
to proceed, to be poured out, to be ſent ; and they 
argue that it is impoſſible for God to give, to | 
proceed from, or to ſend, himſelf. But here the 
queſtion is begged, that God is but one perſon, in 
which caſe it might be a contradiction: but the 
Scriptures demonſtrate, as it will be ſeen in the 
following Chapter, that God is three perſons; 
and then there is no contradiction in any of theſe | 
things. It is alſo to be obſerved, that the giving, 
proceeding, ſending, and miniſtration of the Eter- 
nal Spirit to Chriſt in Glory, are terms that con- 
cern not the divine nature, but relate merely to | 


the acts and offices, which the ſeveral perſons * 
the 
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the bleſſed Trinity have mercifully condeſcend- 
ed to take upon them, for conducting the pre- 
ſent OEconomy of mans redemption and fend. 


fication. 
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By this time, I take it for granted, every 
pious reader muſt have obſerved, how copious and 
concluſive the Scriptures of the old Teſtament are 
upon the ſubject of the Trinity; and that with- 
out having recourſe to them upon every occa- 
ſion, it is impoſſible for me or for any man to 
deal fairly and honeſtly by the Apoſtolical Doc- 
tine of the Church of England. Our Lord him- 
ſelf has told us, that every Scribe, or teacher, 
inſtructed into the kingdom of heaven, ſhould bring 
forth out of his treaſure, things NEW and OLD.“ 
It was his own practice. He appealed, at every 
turn, to the Law the Prophets and the Pſalms, 
for the teſtimony of his own doctrine ; and the 
Church has followed his example, from the 
days of the Apoſtles almoſt down to the preſent 
times. And fo far is the old Teſtament from 
being no part of the Scripture, that. s the book, 
and the only book, the Goſpel calls by the name 
of the Scripture. It was this book, which the 
lle and faithful Bereans ſearched every day of 


a Matth. XIII. 52. 


their 
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their lives, to ſee whether the Goſpel of the new 


Teſtament was agreable to it ; with the intention, 
either to receive or reject it, as it ſhould appear 


to be recommended by this Authority. It was 


this. Book, for his ſkill in which, Apolles is prai- 
ſed as one mighty in the Scriptures; the ſame 
Scriptures, of which St. Paul was bold to affirm 


for the benefit of a brother-Chriſtian, that they 


were able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, throuph 
Faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus. As long as this 
Faith flouriſhed in the Church, theſe Scriptures 
were much read and profitably underſtood : but 
now it is dwindled into a dry lifeleſs Syſtem of 
Morality, they are become in a manner uſeleſs; 
and ſome (it grieves me to ſay it) even of thoſe 
who have undertaken to teach others, want 
themſelves to be faugbt again this firſt Element 
of Chriſtianity, that the new Teſtament can never 
be underſtood and explained, but by comparing 


it with the Old. 


Of this Error and its conſequences, we have 
a ſad example in the celebrated Dr. Clarke ; a 
man, whoſe talents might have adorned the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, had not his Faith been eaten 
up by an Heathen Spirit of Imagination and 
Philoſophy. He publiſhed a Book. entitled — 
The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity; a work of | 


great pains and premeditation. In a ſhort pre- 
face 


: 
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face, he allows the Subject to be of the greateſt 
importance in Religion — not to be treated of care- 
ſly — but examined by a" ſerious Study of the. 
WHOLE SCRIPTURE. And to convince the 
world, that this and no other was his own prac- 
tice, he affirms in his Titroduction, p. 17. and 


points it in capitals, that he has collected ALL 


the Texts relating to that matter. Vet his whole 
Collection is finiſhed and ſhut up without a fin- 
gle Text from the old Teſtament ! I cannot find 
that he has even mentioned ſuch a Book. «© The 
« Chriſtian Revelation,” ſays he, p. 1. «is the 
« Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” 'This he 

calls, p. 4. — © The Boks of Scripture ;” and 
again, p. 5. — The Books of Scripture — not 
* only the Rule, but the Whole and the Only Rule 
gf Truth — the only Foundation we have to 
go upon.” And he proves it thus — © becauſe 


no man has fince pretended to have any new 


* Revelation.” An argument that will prejudice 
few people in favour of his fincerity, For 
though there has been no new Revelation SINCE 
the Books of the new Teſtament, as we all con- 
eſs ; does it follow that there was no old Reve- 
latin BEFORE them? and did this author ne- 
ver read, that the ſame GOD, who ſpake in theſe 
laſt days by his Son, ſpake in time paſt unto the 
fathers 


H. II. 


fathers by-tha Prophets ? yet he affects to know 
nothing at all of the matter. 
And as to the uſe he makes of the New 7, 
tament who would expect, that a man who 
has made Nothing of one half of Gods Revela- 
tion, ſhould be very nice in his treatment of the 
other? In the firſt place, he has not vouchſafed 
to follow the Apoſtle' Direction of comparing 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, thence to collect 
their true meaning; but ſets down his Texts in 
ſuch an order, as makes them to be all ſingle 
and independent of one another; and that gives 
all poſſible liberty to the Imagination to thruſt 
in what fort of comment it pleaſes: When he 
refers to any paralel place (which I think js neuer 
done, but on one ſide of the Queſtion) the Rea- 
der is not directed to the text itſelf, but to the 
meaning he has faſtened upon it. At the begin- 
ning of every Chapter, he ſets down his cum - 
pinion at large, as the Title of it: and you are 
to believe, that all the paſſages of that Diviſion 
do certainly prove it; which if cleared of his 
comments, and compared with other texts, are 
found to prove no ſuch thing, but the very con- 
trary. And this he calls The Scripture Dolirin 
of the Trinity: but if we call it by its true name, 
it is — Clarke's Doctrine of the — that 


a Heb. I. 1. 
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| js, of half the Scripture. How it came to 


paſs, that he ſhould thus boldly ſet down 
his own reſolutions upon the moſt profound 


article of the Chri/tan Faith, without conſult- 


ing all the Evidence that relates to it, or 


rightly examining any part of it; how this came 


to paſs, God is to determine, to whom all things 
are naked and open. All I have to do with 
him, is to reſcue the Word of God from ſuch 
deceitful handling. And I have prevailed with 
myſelf to make theſe few Reflexions, becauſe I 
find ſome modern Objectors of a lower Claſs, 
have uſed this Book in Converſation and in 
Print, as the Oracle of the Party, taking the 
Scripture upon truſt as his principles would give 
him leave to retail it. I know it will be account- 
ed an hard thing, and called invidious, to rake 
thus into the Aſbes of a writer, who is not alive to 
anſwer for himſelf. And I confeſs, I am very far 
from taking any pleaſure in it. But is it not much 
border, that the aſhes of this man ſhould be 
ſcattered over the land, to breed and inflame 
the plague of hereſy, till the whole head is ſick 
and the heart faint, and the whole body full of 
putifying blains and ſores? Arianiſm is now 
no longer a pe/tilence that walketh in darkneſs, but 
that brazens it out againſt the ſun's light, and 
deftroyeth in the noon day. It is a canker, which 

| L if 


| 
b 


HAN 
if it be encouraged much longer, Will certainly 


eat out the vitals of Chriſtianity in thi s kingdom: 


and When the faith is gone; tlie CBhurgb in 
probability will ſoon follow after it; for if the 
holy oil be waſted and ſpilt, the Lamp that was 
ode, to hold us? "oe be of ee Ahne, 
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The Plurality and 4 5 5 
ND en 
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That Hebrew name ſo often uſed in the old 
Teſtament, which we have tranſlated by the word | 


God, is Elobim, a noun ſubſtantive of the plural 4 


number, regularly formed from its ſingular 7, 
and very frequently joined with plural verbs and 
plural adjectives, to expreſs a plurality in the divine 
nature: though for another obvious reaſon, it 
is generally conſtructed with verbs and pronouns 
+ dee and dy; fee the Heb. of Deut. XXXII. 17. and Hab. 1 
* #7 
of 


1 


of the ſingular fiumber; and gives A good, enſe, 


though the Giainrtjarof it be ſointwhat irrepular. 


The Jus would perſuade us not 106 anfiber 
this word as a plural noun,” bat on ſome parti- 
cular occaſions: Whoever will be at the pains'to 
examine their reaſoning, will find it to be very 
childiſh and inconſiſtent, wholly owing to their 


hatred againſt the divinity of Jeſus Chri/t, and 


the notion of a Trinity. But when the Jew 1 is 


become a Chriſtian, and the ſtumbling- block 
of the Croſs removed out of his way, he can 
allow the name Elohim to be plural as readily 
as other men; and it is one of the principal 
points he chuſes to inſiſt upon, to convince the 
world that his eyes are open, and he is ſincere in 
his profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion. 

John Xeres, a Jeu converted here in-England 
about forty years ago, publiſhed a ſenſible and 
affectionate addreſs to his unbelieving brethren, 
wherein he lays before them his rea ſons for lea- 


ung the Jewiſh religion and embracing the Chriſ- 


ian. The Chriſtians (ſays he *) confeſs Je- 
e to be God; and it is this that makes us 
look upon the Goſpels as books that overturn 
© the very principles of religion, the truth of 
*which is built upon this article, the Unzty. of 


Cad. In this, argument lies the ſtrength of 


* 
1. 2 « what 
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ce what you object againſt the Chriſtian religion 
&c. — to prove that the unity 
of God is not ſuch as he once underſtood it to 
be, an unity of Perſon, but of ſęncv, under 
which more perſons than one are comprehend- 
ed; and the firſt proof he offers is that of the 
name Elobim. Why elſe, ſays he +} is that 
« frequent mention of God by nouns of the plu- 
«ral number? as in Gen. I. 1. where the word 
« Elobim, which is rendered Gad, is of the plu - 
* ral number, though annexed to a verb of the 
e ſingular number; which demonſtrates as evi- 
« dently as may be, that there are ſeveral per- 
4 ſons partaking oF ths ſame Grids nature _ 
ce Effence.” er bs Alitctssg 
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Gen. I. 26. And cov faid, let us make 
man in oux image, after ous like- 
| 'nels. * 97 III 


a . 1 


No ſenſible reaſon can be given, Why God 
ſhould ſpeak of himſelf in the plural number, 
unleſs he conſiſts of more perſons than one. Dr. 
Clarke: contrived the plan of his Scripture-Doc- 


trine ſo as to leave out this difficulty with many Þ 


7 7.7 BK 
: more 
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more. of the ſame kind. Others there are who 
tell us it is a figurative way of ſpeaking, only to 
expreſs the dignity of God, e e 
plurality in him. For they obſerve it is cu 
ry for a King, who is only one perſon, to * 
of himſelf in- the ſame _E | But how, 7 


44 414 


on the eth! And even enkigg this tobe poſ- 
ſible, yet the caſes will not agree. For though a 
King or Governour may ſay. us and ue, there is 
certainly no figure of ſpeech that will allow any 
ſingle perſon to ſay, one of us, when he ſpeaks 
only of 211/e(f. It is a phraſe that can have no 
meaning, unleſs there be more perſons than one 
to chuſe out of. Vet this is the Style in which 
God has ſpoken of himſelf i in the following ar- 


ticle — 


* * — . -* I 
* 5 2 „ 


Cen. III. 22. And the LorD 60D faid, . 
behold the man is become like ONE 
or us. 


1 


The e are „ RE with thnx 
ſage, They endeayour to put it off, by MR us, 


God muſt here be underſtood to ſpeak of himſelf 
and 


86 HAP. III. 


and his council, or as they term it 7 N55 his 
houſe of judgment, made up of angels &c. to 
which there needs no anſwer but that of the 
rophet, who hath known the mind of the Lord, 
or "obo hath been his counſeller * ? 


"70 i 
Gen. XI. 6, 7. And the LoRD faid — let 
vs go down and there confound (He, 
let us confound) their language. 


— inſtance of this occurs in Iſaiab VI. | 
8. Theard the voice of the 1.08D, ſaying, whom | 
ſhall T ſend, and who will go for us? Upon the | 
plural word Nobis, us, there is a ſhort note of 
Junius and TJremellius, which contains the ſub- 
ſtance of all that can be ſaid upon the occaſion 

— Nam confilium eſt Dei Patris, Filii, & Spi- 
ce ritus Sancti — For this (ſay they) is à conſul- 
tation of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy | 
Ghoſt—And it ſhall be proved to be ſo, in a pro- | 
per place, from an inſpired comment . this 
Chapter of 1/a:ah. 


2 Rom. XI. 34 & Jai. XL. 13. 
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Cen. XX. A 13. And it came to. paſs 
when GOD cauſed me to wander. from 
my fathers houſe &c. 


The Hebrew 18 — Deus errare facerent — God 
they cauſed me to wander: which; however 
ſtrange it may ſound to an Enghſh hearer, is the 
ſtrict grammatical rendering of the original. And 
the expreſſion 1s affirmed by Junius and Tremel- 
lus, with other commentators out of number, 


to reſpect the plurality of the perſons in the 
Godhead, They have a ſhort: note upon it to 
the following effect — Plurale verbum cum Dei 


nomine, ad indicandum S. Triados myſterium : 
which I mention, not in the way of an autbori- 
ty, but only to ſhew how clear the caſe is to an 
bebrew reader, whoſe mind is without prejudice. 
And though others may have attempted to con- 
ceal ſuch evidence as this under an heap of eriti- 


al rubbiſh, yet if we are to come to no reſolu- 


tion till thoſe who diſlike the do&rine of a trinity 
have done diſputing about the words that convey 
it, the day of judgment itfelf would find us un- 
determined. And if we would but attend to this 
[tate of the caſe, and apply it alſo to other points 

of 
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of doctrine, I am well convinced it would ſhore. fl 
en many of our diſputes, and make the word of 
God a much more eaſy and intelli * book than 
it * for at preſent. 4 


Gen. XXV. 7. Becauſe there Go ap- i 
peared unto him, &c. i 


Here again the Hebrew verb is plural — Des 
revelati ſunt—God they appeared, or were revealed ® 
to lim. So again in 2 Sam. VII. 23 — even lite I. Z ; 
rael whom God went to redeem ; which in the o- 
riginal is — iverunt Deus ad redimendum ; the 
verb. being in the plural. A celebrated Latin 
tranſlator * of the old teſtament has ventured to . 
render it — 7verunt Dii ad redimendum : but Dii 
in latin is not anſwerable to Elobim in the He- 
brew; and, in ſtrictneſs, may be thought to 


countenance the notion of Tr:therſm or a plurality N 4 


of Gods ; which is abhorrent from the expreſs 
doctrine of the ſcripture ; and againſt which the 
name Elobim is purpoſely guarded, by its being 
connected ſo very often with verbs and pronouns 3 
in the fingular. 5 


a Pagninus in his interlineary verſion publiſhed by Mont anus. 1 ; 
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Deut. W. 7. What nation is there ſo 


great, that hath cop /o nigh unto 
them? &. 


In the two preceeding articles we have ſeen 
the name of God connected with plural verbs : 
it is here Joined to a Plural adjettive, whoſe ter- 
mination is the ſame with its own ; for the ori- 
rinal has it — Elohim Kerebim — Deus propinqui 
— God who are jo near. Another inſtance of 
which we have in Hb. XXIV. 19. Te cannot 
ſerve the Lord, for he is an holy God. For the 
lebreu reads it — Deus ſancti ipſe, — he 7s 4 G 
who are holy ones. And again Pſal. LVIII. 12. 
Daahtleſs there is a God that judgeth the earth : 
de Hebrew of which is — Deus judicantes in 

6 trra—a God (i. e. divine Paton) who are e judg- 
1 ig in the earth. 


VIII. 
feral other übe there are beſide has name 
Lim, as well adjective as ſubſtantive, that are 


kt down in the plural number, where it cannot 


be denied that the Being of God is to be under- 
lod by them. 


n= Mal, 
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Mal. I. 6. If I be a MASTER, where is my 
fear? The Heb. is 130K Adonim, in the Plural 
— If T am maſters, &c. | 


Ta. LIV. 5. For thy Maker is thine buſtand, 


| the Lord of Hoſts is his name. Here alſo the He- 


brew ſubſtantives for thy maker and thy huſband 
are both plural — pwy P5y2. And to prove 
that u cannot ſignify thy maker in the ſingu- 
lar number, it is alſo found connected with the 
word Jehovah in its ſingular form, without the 
» inſerted ; as in Ja. LI. 13. And forgetteſt the 

Lord thy maker — qwy mT. = 

Eccl. XII. 1. Remember thy Creator in the day; 
of thy youth &c. The Hebrew of which is — | 
remember RN D&N thy Creators, in the plural. 
And there is nothing ſtrange in this, when we 
can prove ſo eaſily that the world and all men 
in it were created by a Trinity. 

Inſtead of the uſual names of God, adjefrves 
expreſſing ſome divine attribute are very fre- 
quently ſubſtituted : and theſe alſo occur in the 
plural, as in the following examples. 

Prov. IX. 10. The fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wiſdom, and the knowlege (Ew) ff | 
the HOLY ONES 7s underſtanding. Another | 
inſtance of which may be found in Chap. XXX. | 
3. ſee alſo Hoſea XI. 12. in the Hebrew. XII. 1. 


Eccl. | 
. 2 
2 


CHAP. III. 91 


Eccl. V. 8. There be HIGHER than they. 
The Hebrew is ('n) High ones, in the plu- 
ral; and is underſtood even by the Jews them- 
| ſelves to mean the holy and bleſſed. God. Jumus 
and Tremelhus put altiſſimus in their text, but ac- 
knowlege the Hebrew to be alt: —=plurale pro 


ſmgulari ſuperlativo, u um S. Triados no- 
tans. 


Pſal. LXXVIII. 25. Man did cat 
Angels Food. 


The word ()) augbty ones, is never uſed 
for Angels; and muſt in this place ſignify Gods 
for the two following reaſons. 1. Becauſe Abir 


in the ſingular is ſeveral times uſed abſolutely as 


a name of God; who is called Abzr Iſrael, the 
mghty one of Nen and Abir Jacob, the migbiy 
one of Jacob. Gen. XLIX. 24. Pſalm cxXXII 
2, where the LXX. have rendered it g 2. Be- 
cauſe our bleſſed Saviour in diſcourfing upon the 
Manna, John VI. 31—33, quotes this part of 


the Pſalm, and calls that the bread of God from 


traven, which in the Pſalm itſelf is called the 
bread of the mighty. Therefore Abirim is put 
for Elohim, and is taken in the plural becauſe God 


i plural, 


M 2 IX. 
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IX. 
Dan. IV. 26. And whereas HEV con- 


manded to leave the ſtum p of the 


tree, roots &c. 


At the 13th verſe of this Chapter, we read 
only of one watcher or holy one coming down 
from heaven, of whom it is ſaid that HE cried 
— leave the ſtump of his roots in the earth. Yet 
the number is here very remarkably changed 
from he ſaid to they commanded. And though the 
words of the curſe upon Nebuchadnezzar were 
pronounced by A watcher and An holy one in the 
ſingular ; nevertheleſs, at the cloſe of the ſpeech, 
this matter is declared to be by the decree of the 
WATCHERS and the demand by the word of the 
HOLY ONES. * Now it is very certain that 
the judgments of God are not founded upon the 
decree and word of Angels or of any created be- 
ings : therefore this watcher could be no created 
angel, but a perſon in the Lord Jehovah, who 
condeſcends to watch over his people, and is 


called the keeper of Tfrael, that neither flumbereth | 


a V. 17. Compare this with Prov. IX. 10. cited in No. VIII. 
of this chapter. 

b Fer. XXXI. 28. 

| nr 


mA Mt; 93 


wr ſeepeth. The change of theſe verbs and 
nouns from the fingular to the plural, can be 
A :ccounted for upon no other principle: it is a 
IJ © to which there is no parallel in any language, 
and ſuch as can be reconcileable only to the Be- 
ing of God, who is one and many. We are to 
collect from it, that in this, as in every act of 
the Godhead, there was a conſent and concur- 
rence of the perſons in the Trinity; and though 
there was one only who ſpake, it was the word 
ind decree of all. There is an inſtance of this 
fort in the new Teſtament. The Diſciples of 
(bit were commanded to baptize in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
and, without doubt, the baptiſm they admini- 
tired was in all caſes agreeable to the preſcribed 
form. Nevertheleſs we are told of ſome, who 


e Lord, and particularly, in the name of the 


ther in the baptiſm itſelf, or in the account 
ve have of it; or the mention of one perſon in 


ne Trinity m imply the preſence, name, and 
athority of them all. 


a Aeta X. 48. b Bid. VIII. 16. 
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were commanded to be baptized in the name q, 


Lird Jeſis * : ſo that there was a ſtrange defect 


—— 
RET 
a 


— 


—  —  —  _ 
n a * 8 
——_—_— — fs tC a 


N 4 . * ” 
bow e 2 — = . 2 _ — 
* * 1 — 7 5 3 q J 4 2 
3.7 $4 $6... » 3 2 7 . 3 mor 4 Nr 
. ICT Wi tt UTI I Ein 
« - 7 —— 
* ** — £0548 — —— * 2 S 
© = * - 2. — — a bs — 8 
7 2 3 = Fo Aa... 
ee 
— 4 8 5 — 1 
a» 7% "Mi Ez Is 2 x 07 q — 4 91 
Ce IT CHI. : 


wa 


c 
- 7 age _ 5 


4 
BY 
re 
Th 
” 151} 
f 
} 
* 7 O = 
4 
* 4 
43:85 
5 
17 
4 
T1. 
e447 
— y 5 
? * 
11. 
1 
< +* 3 
111.41 
1 qt; 
IE EY 
4 4 
1 
81 
6 nn - 
'Y . 
14 + 
7 
1 
11 
e 
1 3, 8 
F. 14 
i 1 
ne 
11 
= 8 
_—_ 7! 
1 
1 
1 
1 1 3 + b 
re Is. 
L : 5 
Ws : & 
* 
2 4 
2 * 
{ 2K; 
TT > 
'3: E \ 
| ) 
5 14 
1 
8 
b . 8 
75 8 
7 1 
81 
1 
* * 5 
J : 
. Ro * 5 
0 
* 
: iS 
| 7 
0 = 
1 
"y q * | 
{7% 
1 
1 
1 
% ht 
4 5 
#}Þ 
4 
; 4 * 
- * * 
: EY Fi 
* 
x43, 5 
++ 3% 
Bc 
„ 
JH 
4 £ 
f . 
. 
0 S \, G 
we. FT 
1 
: 7 11 
. 
. j 
Is | 
o 2 
: 34d 
: 
& 
TT 
of 4 
8 ( 
#51 -# 
U 
12 
i# 448 
1 
54 
1 141 
. 
: 7 #: 
* "8 | 
. * 5 
: 4 | 
5 | 
$4: 1 
: 4 | 
: * i 
! : | 
1 
. 1 
: Ti 25-81 
#4, 
+ 
0 3-4! 
i $I ORE 
: 4.318 
1 15 2 
7 1 4 
''4 $8 bh 
11 
; 1 Ty 
: 4 F2 
xi 
1. 
© Wy 
* K1 
? ' 24 
[' 


449% 


— 


N 


» 
Ly F 
8 
$4. 
44 
$5 
74 
1 9 
»4 
x 4 
- 1 
1 ; 
_. 


the king? It was not the work of men, but a A 
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X, 


Dan. V. 18. The moſt high 60D gave | 
to Nebuchadnezzar a kin gdom and 
majeſty and glory and honour. 2 

V. 20. And THEY took his glory from 
him. 3 


Here again, the word they is a plain relative I 
to the moſt high God. Nor can it otherwiſe be 
agreeable to the ſenſe of the hiſtory, or the rea- 
ſon of the thing itſelf conſidered as a matter of 8 | 
fact. For who was it that roh away the glory of 


ſupernatural act of the met high God; to whom A | 
Nebuchadnezzar himſelf hath 50 it — thoſe 
that walk in pride HE is able to abaſe. = 

I might here ſubjoin, in proof of a plurality, 
thoſe numerous paſſages of the old Teſtament, 
wherein God is ſpoken of, or ſpeaks of himſelf, 
as of more per ſons than one. I will produce a tew 
of them, to ſhew that ſuch are not wanting. 
Gen. XIX. 24. The Lord rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah brimſtone and fire from the Lord 
out of heaven. Pſal. CX. 1. The Lord ſaid unto 
my Lord, fit thou on my right hand &C. - #] 
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W tt ate ſhall he pull thee down. Ibid. LXIV. 4. 
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IX.17. Now therefore, O our God, hear the prays 
or of thy ſervant — for the Lord's ſake. Prov. 
XXX. 4. Who hath eftabliſhed all the ends of the 
earth? What is his name, and what is his Sons 
name, if thou canſt tell? Ia. X. 12, When the 
Lord hath performed his whole work upon Feruſa- 
lm I will puniſh, &c. Bid. XIII. 13. I will 
ſtake the heavens, and the earth ſhall remove out of 
ler place, in the wrath of the Lord of hoſts, and 
in the day of his fierce anger. Ibid. XXII. 19. 
And 1 will drive thee from thy ſtation, and from 


Nether hath the eye ſcen, O God, beſide thee, 


bim. Hof. I. 7. I will have mercy upon the houſe 


| | if Tudah, and will ſave them by the Lord their 


God. Zech. II. 10—11. I will dwell in the 
mat of thee, ſaith the Lord; and many nations 
call be joined to the Lord in that day and ſhall be 
my people; and I will dwell in the maſt of thee, 

and thou ſhalt know that the Lord of hoſts hath 
feat me unto thee, Ibid. X. 12. And I will 
ſrengthen them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk 
and down in his name, ſaith the Lord. 


The Paſſages hitherto produced in this Chap- 


tr ne deſigned only to prove an indefinite plu- 
alty in God. In the remaining part of it, I 
ſhall 


what he hath prepared for him that watteth for 
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ſhall bring forward another claſs of texts, which 
ſhew this matey to be a 7 Tiny. 


Pſal. XXXIII. 6. By the wong of the 
LORD were the heavens made, and 


all the hoſt of them by the breath 
(Heb. spIxIr) of his mouth. 


The breatb or ſ pirit of the Lords mouth, "a 
undoubtedly mean the third perſon of the Trini- 
ty; whois called, Job. XXXIII. 4. The Spirit of 
God, and the Breath of the Almighty. And it 
ſhould. here be remembered, that when Chriſt 
communicated the Holy Gho/? to his diſciples, he 
did it by breathing upon them“: a demonſtra- 
tion that Chriſt our Saviour, who, as a perſon, 
is the word of the Lord, is in nature the Lord 
himſelf; becauſe the ſpirit or breath of the A. 
mighty is alſo the breath of Chriſt. 


XII. 


La. XLVIII. 16. And now the LORD 
GoD and his SPIRIT hath ſent ME. 


The aer in this — is no other than 
Chriſt, who at v. 12. calls himſelf the firſt and 


a John XX. 22. the 


CHAP: ud - 97 


the laſt, and does here ak himſelf to be /ert, 
not only by the Lord God, but alſo by his. Spi- 
7it : which ſhould be taken ſome notice of, be- 
cauſe the Arians have objected to the co-equa= 
lity of the Son with the Father; becauſe he is 
ſaid to be ſent by him. But if this ſhould hold, 
it will follow that Chriſt, for the ſame reaſon, 
is alſo inferior to the Spirit. The author of an 
Eſſay on Spirit, whole violent proceedings in the 
Church have chiefly moved me to draw up theſe 
papers, is warm in the purſuit of this argument, 
that Chriſt is inferior to the Father, becauſe he 
was ſent by him. We may therefore, ſays he, 
« fairly argue, as our Saviour himſelf does upon 
«another occaſion — that as he ſervant is not e- 
«qual fo his Lord, ſo neither is he that is ſent 
*equal 70 him that ſent him *. Not quite fo fair- 
ly: for here is a groſs miſrepreſentation, of which, 
and of many other things, this author ſhould 
give us ſome account, before he proceeds any 
farther in the work of reformation ; it being a 
maxim, I think, with the wiſe and learned, that 
a man ſhould always reform Himſelß, before he 
undertakes to reform the world. Upon the oc- 
canon he refers to, our Saviour has ſaid — The 
Servant is NOT GREATER than his Lord; 
neither 1s he that is ſent GREATER than be that 
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98 CHAP. II. 


fent him. But in the place of this, he has ven- 


tured to ſubſtitute another reading that comes up 
to his point, and agrees better with the intended 
work of Reformation — © on that is ſent is not 
equal to him that ſent Him; 3 printin 2 the word ; | 
equal in a different character to make it the more 


obſervable ; and then puts an objection of his ; | 
own forging into the mouth of our bleſſed $a- 


viour. He profeſſes himſelf a great enemy to 
human compoſitions : and we have reaſon to believe 
him, where thoſe compoſitions are not hrs own. 1 
But his making ſo free with this and many other Wl 


texts does not look as if he was any great friend 4 | 
to the compoſitions of the Holy Ghot ; and can 


do but little credit to a YVindicator of the Holy WM 
Scriptures from the cavils and ſcoffs of an Infi- 


XIII. 


Ja XXXIV. 16. Seek ye out of the i 


Book of the Lord and read — for 3 
My mouth it hath commanded, and 
His SPIRIT it hath gathered them. 
In theſe words, there is one perſon ſpeaking = 
of the Spirit of another perſon : ſo that the whole BY 


a John XIII. 16. . _ 
Trinity 64 


CHAP 19 99 
Trinity is here included. Whether God the Fa- 
ther or God the Son is to be underſtoud as the 
ſpeaker, it is neither eaſy nor material to deter- 
mine. I am rather inclined to think it is the 
former. Tc 


XIV. 


Numb. VI. 24. &c. 
The Lok p bleſs thee and keep thee. 
The LoxD make his face to ſhine up- 
on thee, and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lokp lift up his countenance 
upon thee and give thee peace, 


hal... Os 


After this form the High Prieſt was com- 
manded to bleſs the children of Iſrael. The 
Name of the Lord, in Hebrew Jehovah, is here 
repeated three times. And parallel to this is the 
form of Chriſtian Baptiſm ; wherein the three 
perſonal terms of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
xe not repreſented as ſo many different names, 
but as one name: the one divine nature of God 

aas no more divided by theſe three, than by 
BY ft ſagle name Jehovab thrice repeated. If the 
le Y fir articles of this benediction be attentively 
OY: Uldereq, their contents will be found to agree 
of N 2 reſpectively 
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CHAP. 
reſpectively to the three * taken in the u- 
ſual order of the Father,” the Son, and the Holy 


Ghoſt. The Father is the author of bleſſing. and 


preſervation. Stael And lum; Bann are from 2 


the Son, by whom we have the light of the ÞHow- 
lege of the glory of God, in tbe face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Peace is the gift of the Spirit, whoſe name is 
the Comforter, and whoſe firſt and beſt fruit is 
the work of Peace. 

Potrus Alphonſi, an eminent Jew converted in 
the beginning of the 12th Century, and. preſent- 
ed to the font by Alpbonſus a king of Spain, wrote 
a learned treatiſe againſt the Jews, wherein he 
prefles them with this Scripture, as a plain argu- 
ment that there are three perſons to whom the 
great and zncommunicable name of Fehovah is ap- 
plied. And even the unconverted Jews, accord- 


ing to Bechar, one of their Rabbies, have a tra- By 


dition, that when the high Prieſt pronounced 
this Bleſſing over the people — elevatione manuum 
c digitos compoſuit, ut Triada 'exprimerent — be 
lifted up his hands, and diſpoſed his fingers into ſuch 
a form as to expreſs a Trinity. All the founda- 
tion there is for this in the Scripture, is Lev. IX. 
22. as for the reſt, be it a matter of fact or not, 


yet if ve conſider whence it comes, there is ſome- 1 | 
See Objerv. of. de 


thing very remarkable in it. 
vail, in Pug. Fid. 
Yr | 1 XV. 


D > 
9 
1 

£ 


CHAN II #6 


XV. 


Math. XXVIII. 19. Baptizing them in 
the name of the FATHER, and of the 
soN, and of the HOLY GHOST. 


AV. 
2 Theſ. III. 5. The Lord (the Holy 


hearts into the love of CoD {The Fa- 
her and into the patient waiting for 
CHRIST. 


XVII. 


2Cir, XIII. 14. The grace of our LORD 
jrsus CHRIST, and the love of Gop, 


and the communion of the noLy_. 


GHOST; 


ln this and the foregoing article, the order of 
ix ferſons is different from that of Matth. 28. 
10% The Holy Ghoſt having the jir/# place in 
the former of them, and Chriſt in the latter : 
Which is a ſufficient warrant for that clauſe in 


the 


Ghoſt, lee c. 2. art. 4. 18.) direct your 


an 
- e 


4 preſume, apprehended, ſomething of this ſort; 


the truth. 2. The Divines of Lovain having 


the Creed of St. Peres 10 this Trinity, 4 
< none is afore or after other.” And Dr. Clarke, 


becauſe. he has corrected the Apoltle, and wand: #5 
poſed the order of the perſons, in 2 Cor. 1 44. 
without the leaſt apology, or giving his reader i 
any warning of it, F. LV. p. 377: 20 


XV III. 


I Jon V. 7. There are Tuzzz that 
bear record in heaven, the raTaR, Þ 
the wokb and the Holy GHOST — 


There has been mg 1 5 g So dhe an- | 
thenticity of this Text. I firmly believe it to be 
genuine for the following reaſons. 1. St. Ferom*, 
who had a better opportunity of examining the 
true merits of the .cauſe than we can poſſibly 
have at this diſtance of time, tells us plainly, 8 
that he found out how it had been adulterated, 
miſtranſlated, and omitted on purpoſe to elude 


compared many Latin copies, found this text 
wanting but in five of them; and R. Stephens 
found it retained in nine of ſixteen ancient ma- 


nuſcripts which he uſed. 3. It i is certainly quo- 


a Præf. ad Canon. Epiſt. 
ted 
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ted twice by St. Cyprian, „ who wrote before the 
council of Nice: and alſo by Tertullian; as the 
reader is left to judge after he has read thi Paſ- 
ſage in the Margin. Dr. Clarke therefore is not 
t be believed when he tells us, it Was “ never 
«cited by any of the Latins before St. Je- 
e. 4. The Senſe is not perfect without 
t; there being a contraſt of three witneſſes in 
heaven, to three upon earth; the Father, the 
ard, and the Holy Gh, whoſe teſtimony is 
called the oitnefs ir God; and the Spirit, the 
water, and the blood, which being adminiſtred 
by the Church upon earth, is called the witneſs 
of men, He that deſites to ſee this text farther 
vindicated from the malice of Fauſtus Socinus, 
may conſult Poles Synopfis, and Dr. Hammond. 
But even allowing it to be ſpurious, it con- 
tains nothing but what is abundantly aſſerted 
elſewhere; and that both with regard to the 
| Trinity in general, and this their divine Teftimo- 


1 in particular. For that there are 7hree divine 
perſons who bear record to the Miſſion of Chriſt, | 


b evident from the following Scriptures. 


x De Unit. Eccl. 109. Epiſt. LXXIII. 


b Connexus patris in filio, & fllii in paracleto, tres efficit co- 


hærentes, alterum ex altero; gui tres unum ſunt &c, adv. Prax. 
© dee the text in his 2d Edition. 


John 
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104 C H A B. III ; 
Yohn VIII. 17, 18. The teſtimony of two men i; | 1 
true. 2 


T am ONE that bear nit of MYSELF. - : 
The FATHER that ſent me beareth witneſs of. ne. 

1 John V. 6. I is the SPIRIT that beareth 
witneſs. And Chriit has alſo mentioned, upon Y 


ven. — WE ſpeak (ſays he) that we do know, 
and teſtiſie that we have ſeen, and ye receive nit 4 
OUR witneſs ! which can be no other than the 
witneſs of the Trinity; becauſe it is added — 1 
man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came | 1 
down from heaven ; therefore no man could join 
with Chriſt in revealing the things of heaven to | 
us. 


XIX. 


Tha. VI. 3. And one cried unto another 2 
and ſaid, HoLY, HOLY, HOLY is the 
LORD OF HOSTS. See alſo Rev. 4. 8. 


te They are not content (fays Origen) to ſay it 
« once or twice ; but take the perfect number of 
« the Trinity, thereby to declare the manifold - 
« Jineſs of God; which is a repeated intercom- | 
ee munion of a threefold holineſs; the holineſs of 


2 Jobn III. 11. 
the 
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« the Father, - kolinefs, of the only begotten 
gyn, and of the Holy Ghoſt *.” And that the 
Seraphim did really celebrate all the three perſons 


of the Godhead upon this occaſion, is no con- 


jecture; but a point capable of the dearcft de- 


monſtration. 


The Prophet tells us, v. 1. he | ſow the Lord 


fitting upon a throne ; and at v. 5. that bis eyes 


bad ſeen the king, the Lord of Hoſts. Now if there 
be any phraſe in the bible to diſtinguiſh the true 
God, it is this of the Lord of Hes. I never ſaw 
it diſputed by any Arian writer. The author of 
an Eſſay on Spirit confeſſes it * ; and Dr. Clarke 
ſuppoſes the name Lord of Sabaoth { Jam. 5. 4.) 
proper to the Father only. So that in this Lord 
of Hoſts, fitting upon his Throne, there was the 
preſence of God the Father. | 


That there was alſo the preſence of God 7he 


Sor, appears from John 12. 41. Theſe things ſaid 
Eſaias, when he Jaw his (Chriſt's) Glory, and ſpake 
of bim. F 


a Non eis ſufficit ſemel clamare ſanctus, neque bis; ſed per- 


fectum numerum Trinitatis aſſumunt, ut multitudinem ſancctitatis 
Dei manifeſtent; quæ eſt trinæ ſanctitatis repetita communitas; 
lanflitas patris, ſanctitas unigeniti filii, & ſpiritus ſancti, Orig. 
Hom, in 1oc. 


T It; is written at v. 3 — Holy, holy, holy is the Lord at hoſts, 
the mhele earth is full of HIS GLORY, This St. Zohn has affirmed 
'O to 


106 CHAP. 


And that there was the preſence of God 1h 
Holy Ghoſt, is determined by As 28. 2 5. Ve 
ſpake the Holy Ghoſt by Eſaias the Prophet unts 
our Fathers, ſaying, &c. then follow the words 
which the prophet affirms to have been ſpoken Þ 
by the Lord of Hoſts. 2 

The text of Jobn 12. 41, which b com- 5 
pared with this of Jaiab proves the ſecond per- 
ſon of the Trinity to be the Lord of hofts, is eva. 
ded by Dr. Clarke in the following manner. 
ee The Glory which Jaias faw, Eſa. 6. 1. is 
ce plainly the glory of God the Father; whence 
te the followers of Sabellius conclude, becauſe E ; 
« St, John here calls it the glory of Chrift, that 
te therefore the Father and the Son are one and 


to be the glory of Chriſt : but it was the glory of the Lord of 
Hoſts ; Therefore Chriſt is the Lord of Hoſts. And if the pa- 
rallel paſſage of Rev. 4. 8. be compared with this, it will appear 
(as it hath already Chap. I. Art. XXIII.) that he is the God A/mighty 
ſpoken of in that book, The Greek verſion of the LXX has it 
thus, 
& 405, actes, 405 Kvgaes oxorw?. 

In Reb. 4. 8. it is, & 405, &Y0G, Eyes Kvghes © Jeos 0 TuvTOAgHTN Þ 
whence it evidently appears, that xve@- e- „ muyroxpgrug is 
equivalent in the language of heaven to Fehowah Sabaoth : there- 3 
fore, as Chriſt is the Lord of Hoſts of the old Teſtament, he is 
thereby proved ipſo facto to be the God Almighty of the new. 1 
Which ſhews the weakneſs of thoſe frequent remarks Dr. Clarke 
has beſtowed upon the word mzrozegrug, as the great term of Y 


diſtinction between the * of Chriſt and that of God the Fa- 
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TY «the ſame individual perſon “. It is concluded 1 
| : | by the Orthodox of the Church of England, [3 | 
dat the perſon of Chriſt, and the perſon of God fall: 
the Father, are not one and the ſame individual 4 
jerſon, but one and the ſame Lord of hots; be- N 

cauſe the Scripture, thus compared, hath affirmed 141k 

them ſo to be; and THIS is the conclufion Dr. 1 
Carke ſhould have anſwered. But inſtead of his, ; j! 

he has produced the monſtrous and impoſſible N a 
doctrine of Sabellius, that they are one and the Wh 


_— 


lame individual perſon, and anſwered that: which 


to be ſure is eaſily done, and is quite foreign Ki 
to the purpoſe. The other concluſion, which is Pl 
the only true and natural one, is kept out of 1 | 
ght, becauſe it cannot be anſwered : and this Fi 
of Sabellius is flurred upon his credulous Read- Fl 
ers, as the doctrine of the orthodox, who diſclaim | {| 
and abhor it. This is no ſlander; for let any 'q | 
perſon read his book with a little circumſpection, Fi 
and he will ſoon find who and what he would © > 1 
mean by the followers and doctrine of Sabellius. 

And let me give the reader the following cau- 

ton, which he will find to be of great ſervice in | 
King the fallacious anſwers of the Arian | 


iiters in their controverſies with the orthodox. 
Always be careful to examine whether they 
 haie replied to the proof itſelf, or to ſomething 


a P. 102. 


O 2 elſe 


r08 C HAP. 
elſe in the place of it. For when you have ob- 
tained any clear evidence from the Scripture, 
that two or more perſons are one God, one 
Lord &c. they will give a new face to your con- 
cluſion, by changing the terms God or Lord, 
which are nameof a nature, for that of perſon, 
which can belong only to an individual. And 
then they ſhout for victory. O, ſay they, this 
man is a Sabell;an ! he believes three perſons to 
be one perſon ! But on the other hand, if you 
make it appear that in the Unity of the one God 1 
or Lord there are more perſons than one, then 
they change the word perſons for that of Gods: 
ſo that you are confuted this way alſo; and they 
cry you up for a Tritheift, a maintainer of three i 
| Gods! By the help of this artifice, Dr. Clarke 
attempted to deal with the Scripture ; and the 
Author of an Eſſay on Spirit with the Creeds and 
Liturgy of the Church. And, though ir be a 
matter ſcarce worth mentioning, thus alſo the 
Authors of a monthly Review have attempted to [ 
deal with myſelf. Some time ago I publiſhed a | 
full anfwer to the Eſſay on Spirit, which has ſince 
been reprinted in Ireland, and I humbly hope 4 
may have done ſome little ſervice. But when 
theſe Gentlemen had deliberated with them 
ſelves upon it for three or four months, it was 1 


retailed on their ſcandalous Shop as a ſyſtem E 
of 


ol Tritheiſm, Subellianiſin, and what not? I hope 
J God will forgive them! and this is all the an- 


{ver I ſhall ever make to ſuch men and ſuch 
writers. | 


C HAP. Iv. 
The Trinity in Unity. 
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If there be any diverſity of nature, or any eſ- 
ſential ſubordination in the perſons of the God- 
bead, it muſt be revealed to us either in their 
names, or their attributes, or their ads; for it is 
by theſe only that they are or can poſſibly be 
made known to us in this Life. If the Scripture 
has made no difference in any of theſe, farther 
than that of a perſonal diſtinction (which we all 
allow) we are no longer to doubt that there is 
a natural or eſſential Unity in the three Perſons 
of the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, It 
(hall therefore be ſhewn in this Chapter, by a 
lot of proof more comprehenſive than what has 
gone before, that theſe Perſons have the ſame 
Names, the ſame attributes, the fame counſc! or 


7 21, 7 
11. ” 4 
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will, and all concur, after an ineffable manner, 
in the fame divine Ads: ſo that what the Scrip- 
ture is falſely ſuppoſed to have aſcribed to God 
in one Perſon, will appear to be aſcribed by the 
fame authority to God in three perſons. That 
therefore, theſe three perſons are but one God; 
they are three diſtin& agents, yet there is but 
one and the fame divine agency: or, as the Church 
has more fully and better expreſſed it, that * that 
ce which we believe of the glory of the Father, 
ce the ſatne we are to believe of the Son, and of 
the Holy Gaoſt, without any difference or in- 
ec equality. 


I. 
The — in Unity is the one Lord, whe 


Creator of the world. 

Pſal. XXXIII. 6. By the Word of the Lord 
were the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by 
the breath ( Heb. Spirit) of his mouth. The whole 
Trinity therefore created the world : yet this 
Trinity is but one Lord: for it is written, 


Ja. XLIV. 24. I am the Lord that maketh all 
things, that ftretcheth forth the heavens ALONE, 
that ſpreadeth abroad the earth BY MYSELF. It 
follows therefore, either that the word and ſpirit 


a Proper Preface upon the feaſt of Trinity. aid 
1 
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CHAP IM n 


did not make the heavens; or, that the Father, 
with his word and ſpirit, are the ALON E Lord 
and Creator of all things. 


II. 


The Trinity in Unity is the one Supreme Be- 
ing or Nature, diſtinguiſhed from all other Be- 
ings by the Name Jebovab. For the Scripture 
eives us the following poſition, 

Deut. VI. 4. The Lord our God is ONE JE- 
HOVAH : and again, Pſal. 83./8. Thou whoſe 
name ALONE 7s JEHOVAH, art the met bigh 
over all the earth. 

Yet Chriſt is Jehovah. 

Jer. XXIII. 6. This is the name hereby he 
ſtall be called, JEHOVAH our righteouſneſs. 

So is the Spirit allo. 

_ Ezech. VIII. 1. 3. The Lord JEHOVAH put 


forth the form of an hand and took me, — and the 
' SPIRIT t me &c. ſee allo CHAP. 2. Art. 4. 


and 24. 

Therefore, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt are the ONE Jehovah: they are three per- 
lons, yet have but one name and one nature. And 
it is the great advantage of this argument, that 


the Name Jehovab is not capable of any ſuch 


equiyocal interpretations as that of God; it has 
| no 
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no plural; is incommunicable to any derived or 
created being; and is peculiar to the divine na- 
ture, becauſe it is deſcriptive of it. The Author 
of an Eſſay on Spirit has endeavoured to avoid 
the force of this proof, by pretending that there 


are tu Febovahs, one a diſtin Being from the 
other. But 1n this he has expoſed the cauſe he 
meant to defend, and left the argument in a 
worſe ſtate than he found it: for if there be to, 
then it is falſe that there is 4 moſt high over all 
the earth, whoſe name ALONE is Jehovah; and 
let him try if he can reconcile it. Dr. Clarke al- 


ſo pretends, in the Titles to two of his Sections, 
wherein the collection of texts is very numerous, 
to have ſet down the Paſſages wherein it is di- 
clared that the Second and Third perſons derive 
their Being (that is the expreſſion he was not a- 
fraid to make uſe of) from the Father. But he 
has not produced one ſuch paſſage ; no ſuch 
thing being declared in the whole bible ; and the 
contrary to it is plainly revealed under this ap- 
plication of the name Jehovab. 


III. 


The Trinity in Unity is tbe Lord abſolutely 1 
ſo called; in Hebrew, Adonai, in Greek o Kupus: i 
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: CHAT 1. 
Rom. X. 12. + The ſame LORD over all, is 
rich unto all that call upon him. 


Luke II. 11. A Saviour which 15 Chriſt the 
LORD. | ; 


Rom. XI. 34. For who hath known the mind of 


the LORD, or who hath been bis counſellor ? 
Which Lord, as we learn from the prophet 
whence this is quoted, is the Spirit; for it is 
written Ja. 40. 13. who hath directed the SPIRIT 
of the Lord, or being his counſellor hath taught 
lim? That the perſon of the Spirit is the Lord, 
is alſo plain from 2 Cor. 3.18. now the Lord is 


that Spirit — e d xupios To Iveupees £53. — We are 


changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the 
Lord ; 4a. YaTp amo Kupis Iveupuaros, AS by tbe 
Lord the Spirit: which is all along to be under- 
ſtood of the perſonal Spirit, becauſe the apoſtle 
begins expreſsly with Hat at the 3d verſe of this 
chapter. And it was from the authority of theſe 
words — The Lord is the Spirit — added to thoſe 
of v. 6 — the Spirit giveth hife — that the coun- 
cil of Nice borrowed the following clauſe of its 
Creed —< T believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the LORD 
*and GIVER OF LIFE.” 


The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that as J cannot in all 
Caſes fx upon a text that does preciſely diſtinguiſh the perſen of 
the Father, ] ſhall therefore be frequently obliged, as in this in- 
ſtance, to ſet a paſſage down in the Fr of the three ranks, that 
does conſeſſedly denote the true God. 
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IV. 


The Trinity in Unity is the God of Iſrael. 

Matth. XV. 31. The multitude glorified the God 
of Iſrael. 

Luke I. 16, 17. The children of Iſrael all he 
turn to the Lord THEIR GOD: and be ſhall go 
before HIM * — that is, before Chriſt, 

2 Sam. XXIII. 2, 3. The SPIRIT of the Lord 
ſpake by me — the GOD f ISRAEL ſaid &c. 
So that unleſs he who ſpake was one being, and 
he that ſaid was another, the Sperit 1 is the God of 
Tjrael. 

* Dr. Clarke allows that the word him means 
Chriſt, yet denies that he is intended by the Lord 
their God, which is the antecedent to it: and 
calls this a manner of ſpeaking *, 


T., 


The divine Law, and conſequently the autho- 
rity whereupon it 1s founded, is that of a Trini- 
ty in Unity. 


GOD. 
2 No. 534. 


Rom. VII. 25. 1 myſelf ſerve the LAW 1 


a het 
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Cal. VI. 2. Fulſfil the L AW of CHRIST. * 

Rem. VIII. 2. The LAW of the SPIRIT of 
life. * 

The divine Lau then, is the law of God, 
Cbriſt, and the Spirit of life. But it is written 
Jam. 4.12. There is ONE LAWGIVER who 
is able to ſave and to deſtroy : therefore, theſe 
THREE are ONE. And here we have the true 
reaſon why the Scripture has repreſented the 

S whole Trinity as empted and re/iſted by the diſo- 
, bedience of man. For fin being the tranſgreſſion 
of the Law, and the law being derived from the 
undivided authority of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, every breach of it is an offence 
azainit the Trinity: therefore it is written, 
Dent. VI. 16. Thou ſbalt not TEMPT the 
LORD Hy God. 
Cor. X. g. neither let us TEMPT CHRIST. 
Acls V. 9. How is it that ye have agreed ko- 
eller ro TEMP T the SPIRIT of the Lord? for 
Dr. Clarke's opinion of this matter, ſee Ch. II. 
Art, XV. | 
** Dr. Clarke has left both theſe texts out of 
tis collection; tho' he pretends to have {et down 


al the higheft Expreſſions relating to Chriſt and the 
Sirtt, 
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VI. 


The mind and will of God is the mind and 
will of a Trinity 1 in Unity. 


The mind of God. 


I Cor. II. 16. ho bath known the MIND of 
the LORD ? 
Did. — We have the MIND of CHRIST. 
Rom. VIII. 27. He that ſearcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the MIND of the SPIRIT. 


The vu of God. 


1 T. IV. 3. This Is the WILL of GOD. 

Acts XXII. 14. The God of our fathers hath 
choſen thee, that thou ſhouldſi know HIS WILL.“ 

2 Pet. I. 21. Prophecy came not in old time by 
the WILL of man; but holy men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the HOLY GHOST. 

* 'This paſſage ! is meant of Chriſt and of his 
will. The God of our fathers (ſaid Ananias) hath 


CHOSEN hee &c. but the perſon in God who 
appeared to Ananias and ſaid of Saul, be rs a | 
CHOSEN veſſel unto ME, was the Lord, even 
Feſus. Acts 9.15.17. For want of comparing 


the Scripture w ith itſelf, Dr. Clarke has ſet down 
the 
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the text of Adds 22. 14. as a character of the 
Father only. No. 366. 


VII. 


The Power of God is the Power of a Trinity | 
J in Unity. 
E. III. 7. — the grace of GOD given unto 
me, by the effetual working of HIS POWER. 
2 Cor. XII. ꝙ.— that the POWER of CHRIST 
may reſt upon me. 
Fm. XV. 19. — figns and * by the 
POWER of the SPIRIT of God. 
Ihe Scripture therefore has aſcribed divine 
jrwer, and that in the ſame exerciſe of it (the 
mmſlry and miracles of St. Paul) to Chriſt and 
the Hpirit in common with God the Father. So 
that when all glory and power is aſcribed to the 
mly wiſe God, what God can that be, but the 
Trinity? Upon this principle the Scripture is 
ally reconciled : upon any other it is unintel- 
ligible, as the reader may ſoon find by conſult- 
ing Dr. Carte and ſome other of the Arian wri- 
us; who to avoid this plain doctrine, have tried 
amuſe us with a religion made up of ſcholaſ- 
tic niceties and unnatural diſtinctions, which no 
mn can underſtand, and which themſelves are 
not agreed in, nor ever will be to the worlds 
end, 
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118 CHAP: *ÞV; 
end. .Yet they often diſpute againſt us from the 
acknowleged /implicity of the Scripture | 


VIII. 
The Trinity in Unity is Eternal. 


Rom. XVI. 25. 26. The myſtery — made mani- 


Feſt according to the commandment ( awans) of the 
EVERLASTING GOD. 


Rev. XXII 13. I (eſus) am the FIRST and 


the LAST. * | | 


Heb, IX. 14.— who through (auwons) the EVER- 
LASTING SPIRIT. 

* Dr. Clarke allows theſe words, in his place, 
to mean Chriſt, yet where the ſame words oc- 
cur in Rev. 1.8. with the addition of the epi- 


thet Almigbty, he denies it *; though they ar 


demonſtrated to be ſpoken of the ſame perſon 
by the context and tenour of the whole chap- 
ter +: and he tells us, the character in one 
place differs from the other. So that upon his 4 
principle, the Scripture has revealed to us two 
different beings, both of whom are the jir/? and 


| the laſt, yet not coeternal. Which is ſufficient 


of itſelf to juſtifie all that was ſaid above con- 
cerning his diſtinctions &c. ſee Ch. I. art. III. 


a See No. 686. 414. + See the note at Ch. III. art. XIX. 
IX. —1s 


IX. 


Is True. 
Vun VII. 28. he that ſent me is TRUE. 
Rev. III. 7. Theſe things ſaith he — that 15 
TRUE, he that hath the key of David &c. 
1 Jobn V. 6. I is the Spirit that beareth wit- 
neſs, becauſe the SPIRIT zs n r eta 
THE truth. 


X. 


- is Holy. 
Rev. XV. 4. Who ſhall not fear thee, O LORD, 
and glorify thy name? for THOU ONLY. art 
HOLY. Y 
Ads III. 14. But ye denied THE HOLY 
ONE, and defired a murderer to be releaſed unto 
u &. See alſo Dan. 9. 24. and Rev. 3.7. 
John II. 20. Ye have an unction from THE 
HOLY ONE; that is, an anointing from the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is called 
Jobn XIV. 26. TO avivua TO om The Spt- 
nit the Holy one. 


XI. 


Is omnipreſent. 
Jer. XXIII. 24. Ds not I fill heaven and earth 
faith the LORD ? Eph. 
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art there alſo. 
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Epb. I. 22. — the fulneſs of HIM (Chriſt) that 5 , 
filleth all in all. 2 

Pſal. CXXXIX. 7. 8. Whither ſhall ] go then 
From thy SPIRIT? —if I go up into heaven 
THOU art there; 2} I go down into hell, THOU! 7 | 


XII. 


is the fountain of /zfe. 54 

11 XXX. 20. — ue the LORD thy GOD, 12 ö 
for HE is thy LIFE. V4 
Col. III. 4. Men CHRIST who is OUR 
LIFE ſhall appear &c. 8 
Rom. VIII. 10. The SPIRIT zs LIFE. 


— 


XIII. 


The Trinity in Unity made all mankind. 


Pſal. C. 3. The LORD te is GOD, it is HE : 
that hath MADE US. I 

John I. 3. By HIM (Chriſt) were ALL] 4 
THINGS MADE. b. 

Job. XXXIII. 4. The SPIRIT of God tu | 
MADE me. £ 
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XIV. 


quicken the dead. 
Vn V. 21. The FATHER raiſeth up the 
EJ 4d and QUICKENETH them. 

Vid. even ſo the SON QUICKENETH 


whom he will. 


Bid. VI.63. Lis the SPIRIT that QUICK- 


ENETH. 
by 


inſtruct us in divine knowlege. 
Von VI. 45. They ſhall be all TAUGHT of 
3 COD. 
Nl. I. 12. Neither was I TAUGHT it but 
9h the revelation of JESUS CHRIST. 
Jobn XIV. 26. The Comforter, the holy SPI- 
RTT will TEACH you all things. 


XVI. 


have fellowſhip with the faithfull. 
1Jobn I. I Truly our FELLOWSHIP zs with 
ie FATHER. — Gr. KS ο .. 
lid. And with his Son JESUS CHRIST. 
2Cor, XIII. 14. The FELLOWSHIP (Kon- 
a) of the HOLY GHOST be with you all. 


4 XVII. 
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XVII. 


— are e ſpiritually preſent in the elec. 

1 Cor. XIV. 25.—GOD is IN YOU of a truth. 

2 Cor. XIII. 5. CHRIST 7s IN YOU —_ 
ye be reprobates. 


Jobn XIV. 17. The SPIRIT — dwelleth with 


you and ſhall be IN YOU. 
So again, 
2Cor. VI. 16. GOD hath ſaid, Twill DWELL 


in them. 


Eph. III. 17. That CHRIST may DWELL 


in your hearts. 
Rom. VIII. 11. His SPIRIT that DWELL- 


ETH in you. 
XVIII. 


reveal to us the Divine Will. 
Phil. III. 15. GOD ha REVEAL even this 
unto you. 
Gal. I. 12. — neither was I taught it but by the 
REVELATION # JESUS CHRIST. 
Luke II. 26. It was REVEALED unto him 
by the HOLY GHOST. 
So again, 


Heb. I. 1. GOD who SPAKE unto the Ar, 


by the prophets. 


2 Cor. 


e 
by 
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2 Cor. XIII. 3. Ye ſeek a proof of CHRIST 
SPEAKING in me. 

Mark XIII. 11. I is not ye that Wh but 
be HOLY GHOST. 

And as prophecies are revealed by, to are they 
alſo delivered 272 the name, that is, by the ſpecial 
authority of each perſon in the Godhead. For 
though the uſual introduction to any divine reve- 
lation be — Thus SAITH he LORD — yet we 
alſo find the expreſſions — Theſe things SAITH 
the SON of GOD. Rev. 2. 18. And — Thus 
SAITH te HOLY GHOST. Ads 13. 3. with 
many other paſſages to the ſame effect. 


XIX. 


— raiſed the Body of Chriſt from the grave. 

I Cor, VI. 16. GOD hath both RAISED UP 
the Lord, and will alſo raiſe us up by bis OWN 
POWER. * 

Jobn II. 19. Deſtroy this temple and in three 
day; I WILL RAISE IT UP. 

1 Pet. III. 18. Chriſt — being put to death in 
the feſh, but QUICKENED zy the SPIRIT. 

* See Art. VII. of this Chapter. 
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conduct the people of God. 

2 XLVIII. 17. I am the LORD thy GOD, 
which LEADETH thee by the way that thou 
ſShouldſe go. 

Jobn X. 3. He (Chriſt the Shepherd) calleth 
his own ſheep by name, and LEADETH them out. 

Rom. VIII. 14. As many as are LED by the 
SPIRIT of God, they are the ſons of God. 


XXI, 


give a commiſſion and authority to 
the miniſters of the Goſpel. 

2 Cor. III. 5, 6. Our ſufficiency is of GOD, 
who hath MADE us able MINISTERS. 

1 Tim. I. 12. JESUS CHRIST — counted me 
Faithful PUTTING me into the MINISTRY. 

AttsV.28. Take heed therefore —to all the 
flock over the which the HOLY GHOST bat 
MADE you OVERSEERS. 


XXII. 


| — ſanffific the elect. 
Jude 1. — 70 them that are SAN CTIF IED 
by GOD the FATHER. 


2 Heb. 
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b. II. 11. HE that SANCTIFIETH 
aud they who are ſanctiſied are all of one; for 
9 hich cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them bre- 
thren. 


Rom. XV. 16. Being SANCTIFIED by the 
HOLY GHOST. 


XXIII. 


— perform all ſpiritual and divine ope- 
rations. 
1 Cor. XII. 6. I is the ſame GOD which 
WORKETH ALL IN ALL. | | 
Col. III. 11. CHRIST 7zs all and IN ALL. 
1 Cor, XII. 11. But ALL theſe WORKETH 
hat one and the ſelf ſame SPIRIT. 


CONC SI UOPM 


Let us now take a review of what has been 
collected in theſe papers, and ſum up the evi- 


dence in its own natural terms. 
lt has appeared from the ft Chapter, that 
Criſt Jeſus, whoſe Divinity is daily blaſphemed 
amongſt us becauſe it is not proved in the Scrip- 
ture, 
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ture, is the Lord of Hoſts *, the firſt and the laſt, 
than whom there is 20 greater*©, and beſide whom 
there is nb God“ that he is the Saviour of the 
world „ the Lord and God of the holy Prophets * 
and Apoſtles , the moſt high God, the ſearcher 
of all hearts, comprehended and made known 
to us under the name of that God to whom the 
world was reconciled*. Who though he was the 
Mord of God, that came forth from the Father 
into the world; yet he was Ged', and of the ſame 
divine nature” with him that ſent him. Though 
he was perfect man, of the ſeed of Abraham, 
born of his mother, and in all things made like 
to his brethren ; yet the fulneſs of the Godhead 
dwelt in him bodily". Though he ſuffered, died“, 
was plerced upon the Croſs, and redeemed us 
by his b/ood; yet that blood was the blood of 
God”, and upon his Croſs Jehovah was prercea. 

That the objections urged againſt all theſe po- 
fitive proofs, proceed wholly upon falſe princi- 
ples: being drawn, partly, from natural religion 
and Philoſophy, which never was nor ever will 
be ſubject to the /aw of God; and is not intended 
ſo to be by thoſe who ſet it up and diſpute for it. 
Partly, from the æconomical offices and humi- 
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4 lation of Cbriſt in the Fe *; in which it is ne- 
eertheleſs affirmed, that God himſelf was made 
manifeſt ». And laſtly, from the unity © of God 
ſo often aſſerted and inſiſted upon in the Scrip- 
ture; not in oppoſition to the Godhead of Chriſt, 
but to the Idols then worſhiped all over the hea- 
then world. Hence it 1s, that God is called the 
true God; for they were falſe ones: one Gd; 
for they were many * : the living God* ; for they 
were vanitzes without life. Yet in the place of 
theſe idols, who are to ſupply the contraſt, they 
have ſubſtituted the perſon of their bleſſed Re- 
deemer, the true God *, the everlaſiing Father *, 
the Lord of Glory*, who is able to ſubdue all things 
70 himſelf, and of whoſe kingdom there ſhall be 
no end, 

From the ſecond Chapter it has appeared, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is our ſpiritual Father *, by whoſe 
divine power we are begotten to a new life; and 
to whom we ny pray that he would not lead 
us into temptation \, That he is the Lord, even 
the Lord of hoſts ®, the ruler of the Chriſtian æ- 
conomy, calling men to that honour in his church, 
which God only can beſtow upon them. That 


a MV. XXVI. XXXIX. b I Tim. 3. 16. c XXIV. 
XXXIIL, d XXII. 17Jobns.21. e 1Cor. VIII. 5.6. 
f dar ig. 15. g 1 John 5. 20. h XX. 1 1 Cor. 2. 8. 
K Ch. II. Art. I. 1 m III. n XXII. o II. 
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he is incomprehenſibly united with God, and 
ſenſible of the omnipotent will in himſelf; even 3 
as the human Spirit is united to man, and un- 
derſtandeth its own thoughts *. That bis power, 
is the immediate power of God himſelf ; his in- 
ſprration, is the inſpiration of God*® ; his preſence, 
the preſence of God. That he 7s God, even 
the h:gheſt ; for the man Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
the Son of God and the Son of the higheſt, was 
Jo called BECAUSE he was begotten of the Holy 
Ghoſt. * 

That the objections uſually brought to diſguiſe 
and deſtroy this evidence, are taken from the u- 
nity, the attributes and will of God, and the mi- 
iſtration of the Spirit in the æconomy of grace; 
all of them falſely interpreted ?. For as to the 
unity of God, it is not an unity of perſon. As to 
the ſupreme attribute of goodneſs, it is alſo poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Spirit. As to the Will of God, ac- 
cording to which the gifts and graces of the Spi- 
rit are diſtributed, it is oppoſed to the will of 
man, not to that of the Spirit; which is ſaid to 
blow here it hſteth, and to divide or diſtribute 
unto every man his gifts, not as man the recei- 
ver, but as he himſelf w2/leth ®. 
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It has appeared from the third Chapter, that 
God is fignified to us throughout the old teſta- 
ment by a name that is plural*, and proved to be 
ſuch from many particular inſtances ; yet gene- 
rally ſo reſtrained and qualified, as to deſtroy the 
ſuſpicion of a plurality of Gods. That to this 
common name of God, many other plural 
names and expreſſions are added * ; and that an 
interchanging of the plural and ſingular © is fre- 
quently obſerved, which neither grammar nor 
reaſon can account for upon any principle, but 
that of a real divine plurality. That the perſons 
of God are three in number, preciſely diſtinguiſh- 
ed on ſome occaſions by the perſonal names of 
the Father, the Word or Son, and the Holy Spi- 
71t*, and alſo by different offices. That the ſame 
term is not always peculiar and proper to the 
ſame perſon ; becauſe-the words God, Lord, Je- 
broab, and Father, are ſometimes applied to one 
perſon, ſometimes to another ; while at other 
times they are not perſonal, but general names 
of the divine nature. That in the Lord of Hoſts ©, 
ſitting upon His throne, and ſpeaking of himſelf 
in the plural to the Prophet Jaiab, there was not 
me perſon only, but three; The Father, Jeſus, 
and the Holy Ghoft, all expreſſed under one name 


« Chap. III. Art. 1. b V. VI. VII. VI. 
d XVIII. e XIX. 5 


= | in 
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in the old Teſtament, but perſonally dilin- Wl 
guiſhed to us by three different ones in the new, 


where this matter is referred to. 2 
Af fourth and laſt Chap ter, the paſſages | i : 


of the Scripture have been laid together, and 
made to unite their beams in one common cen- Wn 


ter, the Unity of the Trinity. Which unity is 


not metaphorical and figurative, but ſtrict and 


real: and there can be no real unity in God, but 
that of his nature, eſſence, or ſubſtance, all of 
which are ſynonymous terms: this unity conſi- We 
dered in :tſelf, is altogether incomprehenſible: 
but it is one thing to read and to know that there 
7s a divine nature, and another thing to deſcribe 
it. That it is proved to be an unity of eſſence; 
iſt. becauſe the three perſons are all compre- 
hended under the ſame individual and ſupreme 
appellation. They are the one Lord abſolutely 
ſo called *, the Creator of the world, and the God 
of Iſrael”. 2dly, becauſe they partake in com- 
mon of the name Jehovah ©, which being inter- 
preted means the divine Eſſence ; and what it ſig- I 
nifies in one perſon, it muſt alſo fignifie in the 
others; as truly as the fingular name Adam, in 
its appellative capacity, expreſſes the common 
nature of all mankind. And this name neither 
is nor can be communicated, without a contra- 


«Chap. IV. Art. I. III. Be. 
| diction, 
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diction, to any derived or inferior nature, as well 
on account of its ſignification as its application, 
which is expreſsly reſtrained to one only. 3dly, 
It is farther proved, in that the authority *, the 
ſecret mind or counſel, and the power by which 
all things are eſtabliſhed and directed, is aſcribed 
to Chriſt and the Spirit in common with God 
the Father ; and that in the ſame exerciſe of it, 
and upon the ſame occaſions. 4thly, becauſe 
there is a participation of ſuch divine attributes 
as cannot ſubſiſt but where they are original. 
Our underſtanding, if it be moderately inſtruct- 
ed, will ſatisfie us there can be one only who is 
eternal, and poſſeſſed of holineſs, truth, life &c. 
in and from himſelf. Vet the whole Trinity is 
eternal, holy, true, living and omnipreſent : there- 
fore theſe three were and will be one God from 
everlaſting to everlaſting. 5thly and laſtly, be- 
cauſe there is a concurrence of the whole undi- 
vided Godhead in all thoſe acts, every one of 
which have in them the character of a divine 
wiſdom and omnipotence ; and expreſs ſuch an 
intimate union and communion of the Holy 
Trinity, as the underſtanding of man cannot 
teach, and which no words can explain. For 
though it is and muſt be one God who doth all 
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theſe things, yet it is the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, who gave us our being, inſtrucł 
and illuminate us, lead us, ſpeak to us, and are 

preſent with us; who give authority to the church, 

raiſe the dead, ſanfifie the elect, and perform 
every divine and ſpiritual operation. 

This 1s the God revealed to us. in the holy 
Scripture ; very different from the Deity ſo much 
talked of in our ſyſtematical ſchemes of natural 
divinity ; which with all its wiſdom, never yet 
thought of a Chriſt or an Holy Ghoſt, by whom 
nature, now fallen and blinded, is to be reform- 
ed, exalted, and ſaved. The Bible we know to 
be the infallible word of God; the rule of our 
faith and obedience. I find this doctrine reveal- 
ed in it ; therefore I firmly believe and ſubmit 
to it. And as the Liturgy of the Church of 
England hath affirmed the ſame in all its offices, 
and contains nothing contradiftory thereto ; I 
believe that alſo: and hope the God whom we 
ſerve will defend it againſt all attempts toward 
reforming Chriſtianity out of it: that the Church 
militant here in Earth, may continue to agree in 
this fundamental doctrine with the Church tri- 
umphant in heaven. For there the Angels reff 
not day and night, praifing this Thrice-Holy *, 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity. They have neither 


4 Chap. III. Art. XIX. 
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time 
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time nor inclination to diſpute againſt that Glory, 
which they cannot ſtedfaſtly behold. And had, 
we a little more humility and devotion, we 
ſhould not abound ſo much with diſputation. If, 
in ſuch a ſubject as this, we truſt to our own 
reaſon, and it ſhould prove at laſt to have be- 
trayed us into error, irreligion, and blaſphemy ; 
what ſhall we have to ſay in excuſe for our- 
ſelves? we ſhall not dare to plead the dignity 
and ſtrength of our rational faculties before the 
tribunal of Him, who came into the world to 
bring the wiſdom of it to nought. And if the 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt is to be corrected and 
ſoftened till it becomes agreeable to the natural 
thoughts and imaginations of the human heart, 
then in vain was it ſaid — Bleſſed is he whoſoever. 

ſhall not be offended in me. 0 
As for him, who 1s convinced that God is 
wiſer than himſelf; who believes as he ought, 

and as the Catholle Church of Chriſt hath gi- 
ven him an example from the beginning; his 
danger lies on the other fide : and while I ven- 
ture to give him warning of it, I beſeech him to 
fuffer the word of exbortation, and to take in good 
part the farthfull wounds of a friend. Let him 
take care then, that while he values his ortho- 
doxy, he be not led unawares to overvalue it, 
by drawing falſe concluſions from it, and con- 
ceit:: IT 
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ceiting himſelf to be already perfect. If he knows 
and believes in the true God, he doth well - 
but let not that which is an honour to him be 
any encouragement to diſhonour God ; the 
knowlege of whom will only ſerve to Wels 5 
our condemnation, if we live in any luſt of con- . 
cupiſcence, even as the Gentiles who knew bim noe, 
And though it be the faith of a Chriſtian, and 
not his morality, that diſtinguiſhes him from the 
reſt of mankind ; yet that faith muſt appear in 
the conduct of Ta life; even as love to a friend 
is beſt witneſſed by a readineſs to do him ſer- 
vice. It is true, the ſervice is not the love, nor 
of equal value with it; yet the love that refuſes 
the ſervice will be accounted as nothing. The 
' myſtery of faith is an invaluable treaſure ; but the | : 
veſſel that contains it muſt be clean and undefi-„ 
led; it muſt be held in a pure conſcience ; as the 
manna, that glorious ſymbol of the word of 
faith preached to us by the Goſpel, was confi- 
ned to the Tabernacle, and preſerved in a veſſel 
of gold. A mind that is conformed to this world, 
and given up to its pleaſures, though it repeat the 
Creed without queſtioning a ſingle article of it, 
will be abhorred in the fight of God, as a veſſel 
unfit for the maſter's uſe ; and unworthy, be- 
cauſe unprepared, to ſtand in the moſt boly 


place. It is the great excellence of faith, that it 
can 
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can produce ſuch a transformation in the life and 
manners, as no other principle has any power to 
do: and many are poſſeſſed of this truth, with- 
out applying it to their own advantage. It is to 
be feared, that a conſciouſneſs of this damps 
their zeal, and creates that poor, pitifull, coward- 
ly indifference ſo much in vogue; which if it 
had not by accident found the name of charity, 
would have been aſhamed to ſhew its face in a 
chriſtian country. They are cold and backward 
to promote any religious converſation ; they will 
not appear to be in earneſt about their faith in 
the Eyes of the world, leſt they ſhould be for- 
ced to abridge ſomewhat from the gaiety of their 
lives, and to live as they ſpeak. But let them 
remember, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord: no droſs or impurity of this world 
will be ſuffered to continue in his ſight. And 
in this, he is no hard maſter, reaping where he 
hath not ſewn, and requiring the fruit of good 
works without giving us ſtrength and ability to 
bring them forth. He has provided for us the 
precious blood of the Lamb, and offered to us 
the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, that we may be 

enabled to ſerve that living God in whom we 
believe, If we are purged by him, we ſhall be 
clan: if he waſhes us, we ſhall be whiter than 
Jiw: and when the kingdom of God ſhall 


come, 
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come, and his glory ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
prepared to behold his face in righteouſneſs. : : 

This, and no other, is my fincereſt wiſh and 
prayer for every Chriſtian, who ſhall give him. 5 
ſelf the trouble to peruſe theſe papers; in which 
I pretend to no merit but that of a tranſcriber , 
which I ſhall always eſteem to be honour enough, 
where the word of God 1s my original. And if 
they ſhould be any way inſtrumental to promote 
ſo good an end, he will not have read, nor ſhall 
T have written in vain. / 25 23 726 
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